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Unprecedented social change in China has intensified the contradictions faced by ordinary people. In
everyday life, people find themselves caught between official and popular discourses, encounter radically
different representations of China's past and its future, and draw on widely diverse moral frameworks.

This volume explores irony and cynicism as part of the social life of local communities in China, and
specifically in relation to the contemporary Chinese state. It collects ethnographies of irony and cynicism in
social action, written by a group of anthropologists who specialise in China. They use the lenses of irony and
cynicism - broadly defined to include resignation, resistance, humour, ambiguity and dialogue - to look anew
at the social, political and moral contradictions faced by Chinese people. The various contributions are
concerned with both the interpretation of intentions in everyday social action and discourse, and the broader
theoretical consequences of such interpretations for an understanding of the Chinese state.

As a study of irony and cynicism in modern China and their implications on the social and political aspects
of everyday life, this book will be of huge interest to students and scholars of social and cultural
anthropology, Chinese culture and society, and Chinese politics.
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From reader reviews:

Francisco Gentry:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Irony, Cynicism and the Chinese State (Routledge
Contemporary China Series). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we
know about how is important a book Irony, Cynicism and the Chinese State (Routledge Contemporary China
Series). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since
from book you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book
or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's read.

Archie Williams:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Irony, Cynicism and the Chinese State (Routledge Contemporary China Series)
book is readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer involving Irony, Cynicism and the Chinese State (Routledge Contemporary China Series) content
conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking Irony, Cynicism and the Chinese
State (Routledge Contemporary China Series) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Kelsey Jimenez:

The e-book with title Irony, Cynicism and the Chinese State (Routledge Contemporary China Series) has lot
of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new
information the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout
new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere
you want.

Donald Foster:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several
books in the top listing in your reading list is Irony, Cynicism and the Chinese State (Routledge
Contemporary China Series). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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