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Working mothers, broken homes, poverty, racial or ethnic background, poorly educated parents—these are
the usual reasons given for the academic problems of poor urban children. Reginald M. Clark contends,
however, that such structural characteristics of families neither predict nor explain the wide variation in
academic achievement among children. He emphasizes instead the total family life, stating that the most
important indicators of academic potential are embedded in family culture.

To support his contentions, Clark offers ten intimate portraits of Black families in Chicago. Visiting the
homes of poor one- and two-parent families of high and low achievers, Clark made detailed observations on
the quality of home life, noting how family habits and interactions affect school success and what
characteristics of family life provide children with "school survival skills," a complex of behaviors, attitudes,
and knowledge that are the essential elements in academic success.

Clark's conclusions lead to exciting implications for educational policy. If school achievement is not
dependent on family structure or income, parents can learn to inculcate school survival skills in their
children. Clark offers specific suggestions and strategies for use by teachers, parents, school administrators,
and social service policy makers, but his work will also find an audience in urban anthropology, family
studies, and Black studies.
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From reader reviews:

Jo Daigneault:

This Family Life and School Achievement: Why Poor Black Children Succeed or Fail tend to be reliable for
you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this Family Life and School Achievement: Why
Poor Black Children Succeed or Fail can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more
than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Family Life and School Achievement: Why Poor
Black Children Succeed or Fail giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you
demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Nikki Jones:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Family Life and School Achievement:
Why Poor Black Children Succeed or Fail book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to
make book that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
doubt Family Life and School Achievement: Why Poor Black Children Succeed or Fail as good book not
only by the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its
protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

John Beaulieu:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need
more time to be examine. Family Life and School Achievement: Why Poor Black Children Succeed or Fail
can be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

Lillie Moreland:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but novel and Family Life and School Achievement: Why Poor Black
Children Succeed or Fail as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how
the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science guide, any other book likes Family Life and School Achievement: Why Poor Black Children
Succeed or Fail to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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