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It is perhaps a matter rather for regret than for surprise that so few attempts have been made to describe, as a
whole, the life and character of Henry VIII. No ruler has left a deeper impress on the history of his country,
or done work which has been the subject of more keen and lasting contention. Courts of law are still debating
the intention of statutes, the tenor of which he dictated; and the moral, political, and religious, are as much in
dispute as the legal, results of his reign. He is still the Great Erastian, the protagonist of laity against clergy.
His policy is inextricably interwoven with the high and eternal dilemma of Church and State; and it is well-
nigh impossible for one who feels keenly on these questions to treat the reign of Henry VIII. in a reasonably
judicial spirit. No period illustrates more vividly the contradiction between morals and politics. In our desire
to reprobate the immorality of Henry's methods, we are led to deny their success; or, in our appreciation of
the greatness of the ends he achieved, we seek to excuse the means he took to achieve them. As with his
policy, so with his character. There was nothing commonplace about him; his good and his bad qualities
alike were exceptional. It is easy, by suppressing the one or the other, to paint him a hero or a villain. He
lends himself readily to polemic; but to depict his character in all its varied aspects, extenuating nothing nor
setting down aught in malice, is a task of no little difficulty. It is two centuries and a half since Lord Herbert
produced his Life and Reign of Henry VIII. The late Mr. Brewer, in his prefaces to the first four volumes of
the Letters and Papers of the Reign of Henry VIII., published under the direction of the Master of the Rolls,
dealt adequately with the earlier portion of Henry's career. But Mr. Brewer died when his work reached the
year 1530; his successor, Dr. James Gairdner, was directed to confine his prefaces to the later volumes
within the narrowest possible limits; and students of history were deprived of the prospect of a satisfactory
account of Henry's later years from a writer of unrivalled learning.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth McGrath:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Henry VIII. book as this book
offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is
no doubt in it you know.

Steven Richardson:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of a number
of ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an
individual more imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring that
you imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other
people. When you read this Henry VIII., you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-
book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Daniel Miller:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
are you experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is actually Henry VIII..

Johnny Relyea:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. With the book Henry VIII. we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To
become creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim.
Don't become doubt to change your life by this book Henry VIII.. You can more desirable than now.
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