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The devastation of World War II left the Yugoslavian capital of Belgrade in ruins. Communist Party leader
Josip Broz Tito saw this as a golden opportunity to recreate the city through his own vision of socialism. In
Designing Tito’s Capital, Brigitte Le Normand analyzes the unprecedented planning process called for by
the new leader, and the determination of planners to create an urban environment that would benefit all
citizens.

Led first by architect Nikola Dobrovic and later by Miloš Somborski, planners blended the predominant
school of European modernism and the socialist principles of efficient construction and space usage to
produce a model for housing, green space, and working environments for the masses. A major influence was
modernist Le Corbusier and his Athens Charter published in 1943, which called for the total reconstruction
of European cities, transforming them into compact and verdant vertical cities unfettered by slumlords,
private interests, and traffic congestion.  As Yugoslavia transitioned toward self-management and market
socialism, the functionalist district of New Belgrade and its modern living were lauded as the model city of
socialist man.

The glow of the utopian ideal would fade by the 1960s, when market socialism had raised expectations for
living standards and the government was eager for inhabitants to finance their own housing. By 1972, a new
master plan emerged under Aleksandar Ðordevic, fashioned with the assistance of American experts.
Espousing current theories about systems and rational process planning and using cutting edge computer
technology, the new plan left behind the dream for a functionalist Belgrade and instead focused on managing
growth trends. While the public resisted aspects of the new planning approach that seemed contrary to
socialist values, it embraced the idea of a decentralized city connected by mass transit.

Through extensive archival research and personal interviews with participants in the planning process, Le
Normand’s comprehensive study documents the evolution of ‘New Belgrade’ and its adoption and ultimate
rejection of modernist principles, while also situating it within larger continental and global contexts of
politics, economics, and urban planning.
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From reader reviews:

Adele Rowan:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Designing Tito's Capital:
Urban Planning, Modernism, and Socialism in Belgrade (Culture Politics & the Built Environment) is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need
in this era.

Sabra Fitzgerald:

Designing Tito's Capital: Urban Planning, Modernism, and Socialism in Belgrade (Culture Politics & the
Built Environment) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight
away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that will put
every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Designing Tito's Capital: Urban Planning, Modernism,
and Socialism in Belgrade (Culture Politics & the Built Environment) nevertheless doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Gary Clark:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Designing Tito's Capital: Urban Planning,
Modernism, and Socialism in Belgrade (Culture Politics & the Built Environment) guide written by well-
known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book.
Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation Designing Tito's Capital: Urban Planning, Modernism,
and Socialism in Belgrade (Culture Politics & the Built Environment) as good book not merely by the cover
but also by content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Eileen Schmitt:

This Designing Tito's Capital: Urban Planning, Modernism, and Socialism in Belgrade (Culture Politics &
the Built Environment) is great guide for you because the content which is full of information for you who
have always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it
information accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you
are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight



forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Designing
Tito's Capital: Urban Planning, Modernism, and Socialism in Belgrade (Culture Politics & the Built
Environment) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We
can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So
, this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?
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