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A rollicking narrative history of Monte Carlo, capturing its nineteenth-century rise as the world’s first
modern casino-resort and its Jazz Age heyday as infamous playground of the rich.

Monte Carlo has long been known as a dazzling playground for the rich and famous. Less well known are
the shrewd and often ruthless strategies that went into creating such a potent symbol of luxury and
cosmopolitan glamour. As historian Mark Braude reveals in his entertaining and informative Making Monte
Carlo, the world’s first modern casino-resort started as an unlikely prospect—with the legalization of
gambling in tiny Monaco in 1855—and eventually emerged as the most glamorous gambling destination of
the Victorian era. The resort declined in the wake of WWI, and was reinvented, again, to suit the styles and
desires of the new Jazz Age tastemakers, such as F. Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald, Gerald and Sarah Murphy,
and Coco Chanel.

Along the way, we encounter a colorful cast of characters, including the fast-talking Francois Blanc (a
professional gambler, stock market manipulator, and founder of Monte Carlo); Basil Zaharoff (notorious
munitions dealer and possible secret owner of the casino in the 1920s); Elsa Maxwell (a brash society figure
and Hollywood maven, hired as the casino’s publicist); Réné Léon (a visionary Jewish businessman, who
revitalized the resort after WWI); Jean Cocteau, Pablo Picasso, and other satellite members of Serge
Diaghilev’s Ballet Russes dance company; as well as Cole Porter, Ernest Hemingway and other American
expats who ‘colonized’ the Riviera in the 1920s.

A rollercoaster history of how a small, rural town grew into the prosperous resort epicenter of the late
nineteenth century and rose again to greatness out of the ashes of WWI, Making Monte Carlo is a classic
rags-to-riches tale set in the most scenic of European settings.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Thompson:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Making Monte Carlo: A History of Speculation and
Spectacle. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important any book Making Monte Carlo: A History of Speculation and Spectacle. You can add knowledge
and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can
recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or
perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to
the library. Let's study.

Brent Abramson:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Making Monte Carlo: A History of Speculation and Spectacle, you can tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Jeff Cunningham:

Beside this Making Monte Carlo: A History of Speculation and Spectacle in your phone, it might give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got
here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have Making Monte Carlo: A History of Speculation and Spectacle because this
book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's
about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement
here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find
this book along with read it from today!

Jackie Lund:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Making Monte Carlo: A History of
Speculation and Spectacle can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides
have than the others?
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