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In 1965, an impoverished elderly woman was found dead in Nice, France. Her death marked the end of an
era; she was the last of the great courtesans. Known as La Belle Otero, she was a volcanic Spanish beauty
whose patrons included Kaiser Wilhelm II, the Prince of Wales (later King Edward VII) and Grand Duke
Nicholas of Russia. She accumulated an enormous fortune, but gambled it all away. Scarlet Women tells her
story and many more, including:

Marie Duplessis, who inspired characters by both Dumas and Verdi;
Clara Ward, a rare American courtesan who hunted for a European aristocrat, but having married a Belgian
prince, ran away with a gypsy violinist;
Ninon de L'Enclos, who was offered 50,000 crowns by Cardinal Richelieu for one night. Money left in her
will paid for Voltaire's education.

Courtesans were an elite group of talented, professional mistresses. The most successful became wealthy and
famous in their own right. While they led charmed lives, they occupied a curious position: they enjoyed
freedom and political power unknown to most women, but they were ostracised by polite society. From the
hetaerae of ancient Greece to the cortigiani onesti of 16th century Venice, the oiran of Edo-period Japan to
the demimondaines of 19th century France, this captivating book--perfect for readers of A Treasury of Royal
Scandals--uncovers the rich, colorful lives of these women who dared to pursue fortunes outside their
societies' norms.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Bolden:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy
read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Scarlet Women: The
Scandalous Lives of Courtesans, Concubines, and Royal Mistresses is kind of book which is giving the
reader erratic experience.

Peggy Hardman:

The book Scarlet Women: The Scandalous Lives of Courtesans, Concubines, and Royal Mistresses has a lot
info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read
you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Effie Peoples:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Scarlet Women: The Scandalous Lives of Courtesans, Concubines, and Royal Mistresses your thoughts will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely
will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one contact
form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The Scarlet Women: The Scandalous
Lives of Courtesans, Concubines, and Royal Mistresses giving you one more experience more than blown
away your brain but also giving you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate
the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it,
like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Charles Steen:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to
be go through. Scarlet Women: The Scandalous Lives of Courtesans, Concubines, and Royal Mistresses can
be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.
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