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Unlike any other species, humans can learn and use language. This book explains how the brain evolved to
make language possible, through what Michael Arbib calls the Mirror System Hypothesis. Because of mirror
neurons, monkeys, chimps, and humans can learn by imitation, but only "complex imitation," which humans
exhibit, is powerful enough to support the breakthrough to language. This theory provides a path from the
openness of manual gesture, which we share with nonhuman primates, through the complex imitation of
manual skills, pantomime, protosign (communication based on conventionalized manual gestures), and
finally to protospeech. The theory explains why we humans are as capable of learning sign languages as we
are of learning to speak. This fascinating book shows how cultural evolution took over from biological
evolution for the transition from protolanguage to fully fledged languages. The author explains how the brain
mechanisms that made the original emergence of languages possible, perhaps 100,000 years ago, are still
operative today in the way children acquire language, in the way that new sign languages have emerged in
recent decades, and in the historical processes of language change on a time scale from decades to centuries.
Though the subject is complex, this book is highly readable, providing all the necessary background in
primatology, neuroscience, and linguistics to make the book accessible to a general audience.
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From reader reviews:

Pauline Jones:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled How the Brain Got Language: The Mirror System
Hypothesis (Studies in the Evolution of Language). Try to make the book How the Brain Got Language: The
Mirror System Hypothesis (Studies in the Evolution of Language) as your good friend. It means that it can
for being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the past.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you
can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Randy Gable:

The ability that you get from How the Brain Got Language: The Mirror System Hypothesis (Studies in the
Evolution of Language) is a more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you
get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but How the Brain Got
Language: The Mirror System Hypothesis (Studies in the Evolution of Language) giving you buzz feeling of
reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who
read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your
own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of How the Brain Got Language: The
Mirror System Hypothesis (Studies in the Evolution of Language) instantly.

Tom Rivera:

This book untitled How the Brain Got Language: The Mirror System Hypothesis (Studies in the Evolution of
Language) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this
guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can
order it through online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read
this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past
this guide from your list.

Virginia Hughes:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read will be How the Brain Got Language: The Mirror System Hypothesis (Studies in the Evolution of



Language).
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