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Freedom in French Enlightenment Thought examines how five eighteenth-century French theorists -
Montesquieu, Diderot, Rousseau, Voltaire, and Condorcet - kindled the flame of freedom in America and
France. Each thinker laid down a building block that would eventually inspire the language in constitutions
around the world. They held that citizens have certain inalienable rights that are dictated by natural law and
endowed to all by our Creator; that these rights include equality before the law, justice, safety and security of
persons and property, and freedom of speech, press, assembly, and religion. Montesquieu recommended
three separate branches of government that function independently of each other. Diderot held that there is
no true sovereign, except the nation; that there is no true legislator, except the people. Rousseau advised that
the individual will must be subordinate to the general will and private interest to that of the community: he
warned against legislators who act from their own financial interests and enact laws to aggrandize
themselves. Voltaire believed that selfishness, greed, and the desire for luxury are not only part of human
nature, but that they compel people to achieve, trade with others, search, explore, and invent: the passions are
the engine that makes capitalism run and that stimulate all human endeavor. Condorcet, a champion of civil
rights, boldly proclaimed equality for women, blacks, and the poor. The philosophes held that free and
universal public education will permit more citizens to participate in the progress of the arts and sciences and
will improve the standard of living among all strata of society. An unrestrained press permits citizens to
make informed decisions. Their polemics have indeed changed the face of the world.
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From reader reviews:

Johnny Powers:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Freedom
in French Enlightenment Thought (Currents in Comparative Romance Languages and Literatures)? Maybe it
is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can
smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Ellen Jorge:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other
is high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Freedom in French
Enlightenment Thought (Currents in Comparative Romance Languages and Literatures) book as nice and
daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Leon King:

The actual book Freedom in French Enlightenment Thought (Currents in Comparative Romance Languages
and Literatures) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write
this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Delbert Storey:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Freedom in French Enlightenment Thought
(Currents in Comparative Romance Languages and Literatures) can be the answer, oh how comes? A book
you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek
activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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