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Edith Diehl (1876–1955) was one of the world's foremost practitioners of traditional bookbinding and an
exceptionally able teacher. From the vantage point of a lifetime's experience, she gives today's bookbinders a
historical survey of this centuries-old art and an eminently practical guide.
Nearly one half of the encyclopedic volume is devoted to an overview of the historical development of
bookbinding. The author shows how the codex form of the book became identified with the Christian era,
how bookbinding became a craft and trade in the 15th century, and how the production and distribution of
books shifted from the monasteries and universities to the illustrious printer-publishers of the 15th and 16th
centuries. She describes various bookbinding practices such as sewing, the use of boards and leathers, hand
versus machine binding, cased books, etc. And she examines in depth the different national styles of book
decoration in Italy, France, England, Germany, North America, and other countries, and the specific
contributions of such influential bookbinders as Jean Grolier, Thomas Mahieu, Le Gascon, Samuel Mearne,
Roger Payne, Jacob Krause, Edmund Ranger, and John Ratcliff. Ninety-two full-page plates provide
visualization of certain key points and, above all, numerous examples of the finest decorated bindings.
Edith Diehl then guides the reader through more than 400 profusely illustrated pages on the craft of hand
bookbinding. She details and illustrates the steps involved in the nearly 30 necessary binding operations:
collating and paging, pulling and removing glue, guarding and mending, pressing, sewing, backing, lacing-
in, headbanging, lining up back, casing texts in protective cover, covering, cutting inside margins and filling
in, and many more. In addition she conveys much useful information on such ancillary topics as doublures,
fly-leaves, half bindings, limp bindings, vellum bindings, slipcases, repairing old bindings, cleaning and
washing papers, materials (leather, paper, gold leaf, glue, paste), finishing tools, tooling, lettering, etc. The
242 illustrations that accompany this book-within-a-book are unmatched for economy and clarity.
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From reader reviews:

Monte Lawson:

The book Bookbinding: Its Background and Technique (Two Volumes Bound as One) (v. 1 & 2) can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave
the best thing like a book Bookbinding: Its Background and Technique (Two Volumes Bound as One) (v. 1
& 2)? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many facts for
us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take
for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Bookbinding: Its Background and
Technique (Two Volumes Bound as One) (v. 1 & 2) has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

John Pace:

This Bookbinding: Its Background and Technique (Two Volumes Bound as One) (v. 1 & 2) book is not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book
will be information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a
lot of information you will get. This kind of Bookbinding: Its Background and Technique (Two Volumes
Bound as One) (v. 1 & 2) without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining
and analyzing. Don't become worry Bookbinding: Its Background and Technique (Two Volumes Bound as
One) (v. 1 & 2) can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This Bookbinding: Its Background and
Technique (Two Volumes Bound as One) (v. 1 & 2) having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so
you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Shameka Smith:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when those
information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen in you if you take Bookbinding: Its Background and Technique (Two Volumes Bound as One) (v. 1
& 2) as your daily resource information.

John Bradley:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Bookbinding: Its Background and Technique
(Two Volumes Bound as One) (v. 1 & 2) to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of



reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to
learn it and mingle the feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to
wide open a book and study it. Beside that the reserve Bookbinding: Its Background and Technique (Two
Volumes Bound as One) (v. 1 & 2) can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in
doing what must you're doing of that time.
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