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In her lauded biography England’s Mistress, Kate Williams painted a vivid and intimate portrait of Emma
Hamilton, the lover of English national hero Lord Horatio Nelson. Now, with the same keen insight and gift
for telling detail, Williams provides a gripping account of Queen Victoria’s rise to the throne and her early
years in power—as well as the tragic, little-known story of the princess whose demise made it all possible.
   
Toward the end of the eighteenth century, monarchies across Europe found themselves in crisis. With mad
King George III and his delinquent offspring tarnishing the realm, the English pinned their hopes on the only
legitimate heir to the throne: the lovely and prudent Princess Charlotte, daughter of the Prince of Wales and
granddaughter of the king. Sadly, those dreams faded when, at age twenty-one, she died after a complicated
pregnancy and stillbirth. While a nation grieved, Charlotte’s power-hungry uncles plotted quickly to produce
a new heir. Only the Duke of Kent proved successful in his endeavor, with the birth of a girl named Victoria.
   
Writing with a combination of novelistic flair and historical precision, Williams reveals an energetic and
vibrant woman in the prime of her life, while chronicling the byzantine machinations behind Victoria’s
struggle to occupy the throne—scheming that continued even after the crown was placed on her head.

Upon hearing of the death of her predecessor, King William IV, Victoria—in her bold first act as
queen—banished her overambitious mother from the room, a simple yet resolute move that would set the
tone for her reign. The queen clashed constantly not only with her mother and her mother’s adviser, the Irish
adventurer John Conroy, but with her ministers and even her beloved Prince Albert, all of whom, in one way
or another, attempted to seize control from her.

By connecting Charlotte’s sad fate to Victoria’s majestic rule, Kate Williams lays bare the passions that
swirled around the throne—the court secrets, the sexual repression, and the endless intrigue. The result is a
grand and satisfying tale of a woman whose destiny began long before she was born and whose legacy lives
on.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Sadie McBride:

This Becoming Queen Victoria: The Tragic Death of Princess Charlotte and the Unexpected Rise of Britain's
Greatest Monarch book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit
you get by reading this book is definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular
Becoming Queen Victoria: The Tragic Death of Princess Charlotte and the Unexpected Rise of Britain's
Greatest Monarch without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry Becoming Queen Victoria: The Tragic Death of Princess Charlotte and
the Unexpected Rise of Britain's Greatest Monarch can bring when you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This
Becoming Queen Victoria: The Tragic Death of Princess Charlotte and the Unexpected Rise of Britain's
Greatest Monarch having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested
in reading.

Dollie Simmons:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try
to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them
is this Becoming Queen Victoria: The Tragic Death of Princess Charlotte and the Unexpected Rise of
Britain's Greatest Monarch.

Janet Warren:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look
for book, may be the reserve untitled Becoming Queen Victoria: The Tragic Death of Princess Charlotte and
the Unexpected Rise of Britain's Greatest Monarch can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity
to you.



William Levitt:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. Within this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social similar
to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for the
Becoming Queen Victoria: The Tragic Death of Princess Charlotte and the Unexpected Rise of Britain's
Greatest Monarch when you required it?
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