
War and Shadows: The Haunting of Vietnam
Mai Lan Gustafsson

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0801475015
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0801475015
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0801475015


War and Shadows: The Haunting of Vietnam

Mai Lan Gustafsson

War and Shadows: The Haunting of Vietnam Mai Lan Gustafsson

Vietnamese culture and religious traditions place the utmost importance on dying well: in old age, body
unblemished, with surviving children, and properly buried and mourned. More than five million people were
killed in the Vietnam War, many of them young, many of them dying far from home. Another 300,000 are
still missing. Having died badly, they are thought to have become angry ghosts, doomed to spend eternity in
a kind of spirit hell. Decades after the war ended, many survivors believe that the spirits of those dead and
missing have returned to haunt their loved ones.

In War and Shadows, the anthropologist Mai Lan Gustafsson tells the story of the anger of these spirits and
the torments of their kin. Gustafsson's rich ethnographic research allows her to bring readers into the world
of spirit possession, focusing on the source of the pain, the physical and mental anguish the spirits bring, and
various attempts to ameliorate their anger through ritual offerings and the intervention of mediums. Through
a series of personal life histories, she chronicles the variety of ailments brought about by the spirits' wrath,
from headaches and aching limbs (often the same limb lost by a loved one in battle) to self-mutilation.

In Gustafsson's view, the Communist suppression of spirit-based religion after the fall of Saigon has
intensified anxieties about the well-being of the spirit world. While shrines and mourning are still allowed,
spirit mediums were outlawed and driven underground, along with many of the other practices that might
have provided some comfort. Despite these restrictions, she finds, victims of these hauntings do as much as
possible to try to lay their ghosts to rest.
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From reader reviews:

Asia Haynes:

The reserve with title War and Shadows: The Haunting of Vietnam has lot of information that you can learn
it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the information that
exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how
the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the internationalization. You
can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Abram Huffman:

Precisely why? Because this War and Shadows: The Haunting of Vietnam is an unordinary book that the
inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading
this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content
within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give
you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Brad Sharpe:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this War and Shadows: The Haunting of
Vietnam publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty War and Shadows:
The Haunting of Vietnam as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can
break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!?
Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional
sixth sense.

Jocelyn Lee:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like War and Shadows: The
Haunting of Vietnam which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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