
The Greatest Civil War Battles: The Battle of the
Crater

Charles River Editors

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=1492231754
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=1492231754
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=1492231754


The Greatest Civil War Battles: The Battle of the Crater

Charles River Editors

The Greatest Civil War Battles: The Battle of the Crater Charles River Editors
*Includes pictures of the battle's important generals.
*Includes several maps.
*Includes accounts of the fighting written by generals and soldiers.
*Includes a Bibliography for further reading.
"It was the saddest affair I have witnessed in the war." – Ulysses S. Grant
After the last major pitched battle of the Overland Campaign was fought at Cold Harbor in early June,
Ulysses S. Grant and the Army of the Potomac nearly captured Richmond in mid-June by stealing a march
on Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. The fog of war, poor luck, and a skillful impromptu defense
by P.G.T. Beauregard stopped Grant from taking Petersburg, which was a critical railroad hub and supply
line for Richmond, before Lee’s army could confront, thereby saving the Confederacy for the time being.
The two armies began to dig in around Petersburg, but at the end of June, Pennsylvania coal miners in the
Army of the Potomac came up with an idea. They offered to dig a mine over 500 feet long underneath the
lines between the Union and Confederate armies and fill it with gunpowder, which would detonate just 20
feet below where the Confederate soldiers were positioned. Through skillful work, the mine was packed with
8,000 pounds of gunpowder and set to detonate on the morning of July 30. The ensuing explosion would rip
a giant hole in the Confederate line, allowing a Union attack to rush through the breached Confederate line
and into Petersburg itself. Ulysses S. Grant later said, "Such an opportunity for carrying fortifications I have
never seen and do not expect again to have."
Sure enough, the detonation of the mine produced one of the most amazing scenes of the entire Civil War.
The force of the explosion created a crater that was nearly 200 feet long, 100 feet wide, and 30 feet deep.
Remnants of the crater can still be seen today. But through a mix of bad luck, fog of war, and incompetent
leadership, the Union assault that followed the explosion was badly bungled. Instead of capturing Petersburg,
the Battle of the Crater was a Union debacle that left more than 4,000 Union soldiers killed, wounded, or
captured. The Confederates lost about 1,500, with nearly 300 of them being casualties of the initial
explosion.
The Battle of the Crater didn’t help the Confederates much in front of Petersburg, but it remains the most
memorable and controversial battle of the entire siege. There were charges that the Confederates slaughtered
black soldiers after they had surrendered, and the botched operation cost several Union generals their careers,
including one of the most important and controversial generals of the entire Civil War. As Grant noted, it
was the Union’s last great chance to end the war before they ultimately won in April 1865.
The Greatest Civil War Battles: The Battle of the Crater comprehensively covers the events that led up to the
crucial battle, the fighting itself, and the aftermath of the battle. Accounts of the fighting by important
participants are also included, along with maps and pictures of important people, places, and events. You
will learn about the Battle of the Crater like you never have before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Jocelyn Welch:

The publication untitled The Greatest Civil War Battles: The Battle of the Crater is the guide that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did
a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Greatest Civil War Battles: The Battle of the Crater
from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Shirley Morales:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Greatest Civil War Battles: The Battle of
the Crater can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending
your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have
than the others?

Mary Bessler:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in the top
list in your reading list is The Greatest Civil War Battles: The Battle of the Crater. This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and
review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Helen Christopher:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Greatest Civil War Battles: The Battle of the Crater can make you truly feel
more interested to read.
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