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Based on the life of the author’s thirteenth-century ancestor, Meir ben Baruch of Rothenberg, a renowed
Jewish scholar of medieval Europe, this is the richly dramatic fictional story of Rabbi Meir’s wife, Shira, a
devout but rebellious woman who preserves her religious traditions as she and her family witness the rise of
anti-Semitism in Europe.

Raised by her widowed rabbi father and a Christian nursemaid in Normandy, Shira is a free-spirited,
inquisitive girl whose love of learning shocks the community. When Shira’s father is arrested by the local
baron intent on enforcing the Catholic Church’s strictures against heresy, Shira fights for his release and
encounters two men who will influence her life profoundly—an inspiring Catholic priest and Meir ben
Baruch, a brilliant scholar. In Meir, Shira finds her soulmate.

Married to Meir in Paris, Shira blossoms as a wife and mother, savoring the intellectual and social challenges
that come with being the wife of a prominent scholar. After witnessing the burning of every copy of the
Talmud in Paris, Shira and her family seek refuge in Germany. Yet even there they experience bloody
pogroms and intensifying anti-Semitism. With no safe place for Jews in Europe, they set out for Israel only
to see Meir captured and imprisoned by Rudolph I of Hapsburg. As Shira weathers heartbreak and works to
find a middle ground between two warring religions, she shows her children and grandchildren how to
embrace the joys of life, both secular and religious.

Vividly bringing to life a period rarely covered in historical fiction, this multi-generational novel will appeal
to readers who enjoy Maggie Anton’s Rashi’s Daughters, Brenda Rickman Vantrease’s The Illuminator, and
Geraldine Brooks’s People of the Book.
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From reader reviews:

Jorge Hinkley:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
They are reading whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Fruit of Her Hands: The Story of Shira of Ashkenaz.

Willie Burroughs:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of several ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When
you read this The Fruit of Her Hands: The Story of Shira of Ashkenaz, you may tells your family, friends
and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Shad Broussard:

This The Fruit of Her Hands: The Story of Shira of Ashkenaz is great reserve for you because the content
and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having The Fruit of Her Hands: The Story of Shira of Ashkenaz in your hand like obtaining the world in
your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or
fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you
still doubt this?

Robert Hill:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real
their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's



country. Therefore , this The Fruit of Her Hands: The Story of Shira of Ashkenaz can make you really feel
more interested to read.
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