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Field Notes reconstructs the origins and trajectory of area studies in the United States, focusing on Middle
East studies from the 1920s to the 1980s. Drawing on extensive archival research, Zachary Lockman shows
how the Carnegie, Rockefeller, and Ford foundations played key roles in conceiving, funding, and launching
postwar area studies, expecting them to yield a new kind of interdisciplinary knowledge that would advance
the social sciences while benefiting government agencies and the American people. Lockman argues,
however, that these new academic fields were not simply a product of the Cold War or an instrument of the
American national security state, but had roots in shifts in the humanities and the social sciences over the
interwar years, as well as in World War II sites and practices.

This book explores the decision-making processes and visions of knowledge production at the foundations,
the Social Science Research Council, and others charged with guiding the intellectual and institutional
development of Middle East studies. Ultimately, Field Notes uncovers how area studies as an academic field
was actually built—a process replete with contention, anxiety, dead ends, and consequences both
unanticipated and unintended.
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From reader reviews:

Tracy Lindsey:

The book Field Notes: The Making of Middle East Studies in the United States make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your best
friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book
Field Notes: The Making of Middle East Studies in the United States being your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a e-book Field Notes: The Making of Middle
East Studies in the United States. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this book?

Maria Green:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read
one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Field Notes: The Making of
Middle East Studies in the United States is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Doris Trumbull:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts. When
you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the information
or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you reading a book
especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the character types do it
anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Field Notes: The
Making of Middle East Studies in the United States, you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Bradford Bryant:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
also you know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know
that reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by
book. Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Field Notes: The Making
of Middle East Studies in the United States.
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