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This book confronts the philosophical problems of otherness and identity through readings of the parables
and fables of a colonized people, the Luba of Zaire. V.Y. Mudimbe poses two overarching questions: how
can one think about and comment upon alterity without essentializing its features? Is it possible to speak and
write about an African tradition or its contemporary practice without taking into account the authority of the
colonial library that has invented African identities? Mudimbe brings unusual insight to such a discussion:
"Here I am on the margin of margins: Black, African, Catholic, yet agnostic; intellectually Marxist, disposed
toward psychoanalysis, yet a specialist in Indo-European philology and philosophy." He uses his own
education by Catholic missionaries in Zaire as a framework for exploring interactions between African and
Western systems of thought. Mudimbe examines the relationship between God and human beings in the
philosophy and mythology of the Luba and sets this against the background of Western, particularly
Catholic, theology. He introduces the problematic of religious "revelation" as political performance and
situates it within the African colonial context. He analyzes the development of Francophone African
"philosophy", showing its integral connection to African theology as envisioned by Catholic missionaries in
Central Africa. Mudimbe then reviews some of the parables of mythical founding events that have led to the
concept of an African philosophy and theology. Continuing this exploration, Mudimbe elaborates and
comments on the well-documented case of the Luba, clarifying how Luba social and cultural reality relates to
Luba mythology as set down by ethnographers. The final chapter is an exchange between Mudimbe and
anthropologist Peter Rigby, evaluating the possibilities of a Marxist anthropology.
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From reader reviews:

James Flynn:

Here thing why this particular Parables and Fables: Exegesis, Textuality, and Politics in Central Africa are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the
content of it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Parables and Fables: Exegesis, Textuality,
and Politics in Central Africa giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book
out there but there is no book that similar with Parables and Fables: Exegesis, Textuality, and Politics in
Central Africa. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in
recreation area, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the
paper book maybe the form of Parables and Fables: Exegesis, Textuality, and Politics in Central Africa in e-
book can be your alternate.

Joyce McDonald:

Typically the book Parables and Fables: Exegesis, Textuality, and Politics in Central Africa will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In
case you try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Parables and Fables: Exegesis,
Textuality, and Politics in Central Africa is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-
book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Betty McClanahan:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This publication Parables and Fables: Exegesis, Textuality, and Politics in Central Africa was
filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of
a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book
that you just wanted.

William Harris:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Parables and Fables: Exegesis, Textuality, and Politics in Central Africa can make



you sense more interested to read.
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