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Iran dominates the media headlines once again and has taken center stage in the U.S. and European Union
strategy toward the Middle East. A more nuanced understanding of Iranian society has assumed even greater
significance and urgency. Iran Today: An Encyclopedia of Life in the Islamic Republic offers crucial insight
for students and the general reader into an often misunderstood and complex country that is shrouded in
mystery and misperception. Heir to a long history and a great culture and civilization, Iran embodies a rich,
complex, and diverse mosaic that defines its national identity. Diversity is also the operative word that
describes Iranian landscapes and geography, its multiple ethnic groups and their varied cultures and
traditions, as well as the uneven and vastly different levels of economic and industrial development,
conflicting political tendencies, and different and often contradictory social and cultural outlooks. Because of
its tumultuous recent political history, Iran appears to encapsulate all of these internal differences and stark
contrasts somewhat more distinctly than most of its neighbors. The 1978-1979 revolution transformed the
society and culture in fundamental ways and redefined social life. It created new institutions of governance
and Islamicized the culture, education and the legal system in an attempt to create a new society that would
usher in the reign of piety and virtue. Yet, Islamization had to come to terms with pre-Islamic and illustrious
Persian history and culture, as well as the realities of an interdependent, postmodern, globalized world in
which, as a developing country, Iran resides in the periphery. Within this framework, the dynamics and
complexity of social life in the Islamic Republic unfold. This encyclopedia is the source for up-to-date,
authoritative information on a full range of critical topics of interest.

Coverage of the Islamic Republic here falls into the general categories of history, politics, economics,
society and culture. The most significant aspects of the life in Iran since the revolution-the era of the Islamic
Republic so far-are stressed. The wide range of entries shows the richness and complexity of Iranian society,
its multiple and varied facets, its expressions and outward manifestations, and its nuanced responses to
political repression, instability, war, pervasive crisis and the chronic tension between modernity and
tradition. Some of the entries designed to highlight these important phenomena revolve around the country's
ethnic mosaic, the social role and position of women, veiling, the educational system, sports, intellectuals,
the arts and artistic expression, literature, poetry, cuisine, healthcare, and the family. Other entries range
from regionalism and urban development to the petroleum industry, agriculture, the banking system, issues
of wealth and poverty, class structure and economic mobility, and the private sector. In a number of
significant areas economic, social and cultural phenomena intersect. These intersections are reflected in
entries on broadcasting and communications technology, the Internet, public relations, electronic and print
media, and family planning and healthcare. A chronology, selected bibliography, and photos complement the
entries.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Brinkman:

The book Iran Today: An Encyclopedia of Life in the Islamic Republic, 2 volume set give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
examining a book Iran Today: An Encyclopedia of Life in the Islamic Republic, 2 volume set being your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of
or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a publication Iran Today: An
Encyclopedia of Life in the Islamic Republic, 2 volume set. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

James Sellers:

The reason why? Because this Iran Today: An Encyclopedia of Life in the Islamic Republic, 2 volume set is
an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you
with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey
the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I
will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Elizabeth Hart:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy
your short time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time to be examine.
Iran Today: An Encyclopedia of Life in the Islamic Republic, 2 volume set can be your answer since it can
be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Michael Robinson:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition
to can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Iran Today: An Encyclopedia of Life in the Islamic Republic, 2
volume set can make you experience more interested to read.
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