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The great-great-great-great granddaughter of Cornelius Vanderbilt takes alook at the decline of her
wealthy blue-blooded family in thisirreverent and wickedly funny memoir

For generations the Burdens were one of the wealthiest familiesin New Y ork, thanks to the inherited fortune
of Cornelius "The Commodore" Vanderhilt. By 1955, the year of Wendy's birth, the Burdens had become a
clan of overfunded, quirky and brainy, steadfastly chauvinistic, and ultimately doomed blue bloods on the
verge of financial and moral decline-and were rarely seen not holding a drink.

When her father commits suicide when Wendy is six, she and her brother are told nothing about it and are
shuffled off to school asif it were any other day. Subsequently, Wendy becomes obsessed with the macabre,
modeling herself after Wednesday Addams of the Addams family, and decides she wants to be a mortician
when she grows up. Just days after the funeral, her mother jets off to southern climesin search of the perfect
tan, and for the next three years, Wendy and her two brothers are raised mostly by a chain-smoking Scottish
nanny and the long suffering household staff at their grandparent's Fifth Avenue apartment. If you think
Eloise wreaked havoc at The Plaza you should see what Wendy and her brothers do in "Burdenland”-a world
where her grandfather is the president of the Museum of Modern Art; the walls are decorated with originals
of Klee, Kline, Mondrian, and Miro; and Rockefellers are regular dinner guests.

The spoiled life of the uber-rich that they live with their grandparents isin dark contrast to the life they live
with their mother, a brilliant Radcliffe grad and Daughter of the American Revolution, who deals with
having two men's suicides on her conscience by becoming skinnier, tanner, blonder, and more steeped in
bitter alcoholism with every passing year.

We watch Wendy's family unravel as she travels between Fifth Avenue, Virginia horse country, Mount
Desert Island in Maine, the Jupiter Island Club, London, and boarding school, coming through all of it
surprisingly intact. Rife with humor, heartbreak, family intrigue, and booze, Dead End Gene Pool offers a
glimpse into the eccentric excess of old money and gives truth to the old maxim: The rich are different.
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From reader reviews:
Alberto Redden:

This Dead End Gene Pool: A Memoir book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin
your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information inside this reserve incredible
fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read alot of information you will get. That Dead
End Gene Pool: A Memoir without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Dead End Gene Pool: A Memoir can bring once you
are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your
lovely laptop even phone. This Dead End Gene Pool: A Memoir having great arrangement in word as well as
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Sharon Keller:

This book untitled Dead End Gene Pool: A Memoir to be one of several books that best seller in this year,
honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get alot of benefit upon it. Y ou will easily to buy
this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher of this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch
screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Raymond Brown:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire al their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them isthis Dead End Gene Pool: A
Memair.

Lauralde

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Dead End Gene Pool: A
Memoir or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-
book, any other book likes Dead End Gene Pool: A Memoir to make your spare time alot more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.
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