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North America is experiencing a boom in crude oil supply, primarily due to growing production in the
Canadian oil sands and the recent expansion of shale oil production from the Bakken fields in North Dakota
and Montana as well as the Eagle Ford and Permian Basins in Texas. Taken together, these new supplies are
fundamentally changing the U.S. oil supply-demand balance. The United States now meets 66% of its crude
oil demand from production in North America, displacing imports from overseas and positioning the United
States to have excess oil and refined products supplies in some regions.

The rapid expansion of North American oil production has led to significant challenges in transporting
crudes efficiently and safely to domestic markets—principally refineries—using the nation’s legacy pipeline
infrastructure. In the face of continued uncertainty about the prospects for additional pipeline capacity, and
as a quicker, more flexible alternative to new pipeline projects, North American crude oil producers are
increasingly turning to rail as a means of transporting crude supplies to U.S. markets. According to rail
industry officials, U.S. freight railroads are estimated to have carried more than 400,000 carloads of crude oil
in 2013 (roughly equivalent to 280 million barrels), compared to 9,500 carloads in 2008. Crude imports by
rail from Canada have increased more than 20-fold since 2011.

While oil by rail has demonstrated benefits with respect to the efficient movement of oil from producing
regions to market hubs, it has also raised significant concerns about transportation safety and potential
impacts to the environment. The most recent data available indicate that railroads consistently spill less crude
oil per ton-mile transported than other modes of land transportation. Nonetheless, safety and environmental
concerns have been underscored by a series of major accidents across North America involving crude oil
transportation by rail—including a catastrophic fire that caused numerous fatalities and destroyed much of
Lac Me?gantic, Quebec, in 2013. Following that event, the U.S. Department of Transportation issued a
safety alert warning that the type of crude oil being transported from the Bakken region may be more
flammable than traditional heavy crude oil.

Legislation introduced in Congress following the Lac Me?gantic disaster would require railroads to have at
least two crew members aboard all trains. In addition, policymakers are discussing regulatory changes
involving tank car design, prevention of derailments, and selection of preferred routes for transporting oil by
rail. Congress may evaluate these changes in the reauthorization of the Rail Safety Improvement Act of 2008
(P.L. 110-432).
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From reader reviews:

Janet Magnuson:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this U.S. Rail
Transportation of Crude Oil: Background and Issues for Congress.

Georgette Tang:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a book. The book U.S. Rail Transportation of Crude Oil: Background and Issues for Congress it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-
book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but
this book features high quality.

Jennifer Nava:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This U.S. Rail Transportation
of Crude Oil: Background and Issues for Congress can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Ronald Canty:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in the
top record in your reading list is definitely U.S. Rail Transportation of Crude Oil: Background and Issues for
Congress. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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