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Hamdi Abu Golayyel offers a striking portrait of a marginalized Egyptian community, bringing to life the
absurd and tragic characters who occupy the margins of society while paying tribute to a historical Cairene
neighborhood. By turns comic, reverential, beautiful, and tawdry, the novel reveals a social climate where
ruthlessness and goodness seem almost indistinguishable and humanity is on display in all its rich variety.
The novelist's distinctive vision of Egypt's various postmonarchy political regimes and ideologies shapes this
dark comedy of human relations and underground pursuits in late twentieth-century Egypt. Through intricate
levels of allegory, puns, and double meanings, Abu Golayyel effectively plays on the rhetoric associated
with the nationalist government of Gamal Abdel Nasser, including the post-Nasser turn toward international
capitalism with its a consumer-oriented economy-and movement away from the workers' rights orientation
of the 1960s. This novel represents a new voice and a new stage in contemporary Arabic literature, as it
criticizes official ideologies, whether socialist, capitalist, or Islamist. Abu Golayyel's cast of memorable
characters embodies the arbitrariness of life and the search for purpose and dignity in a social milieu that
offers little of either. Marilyn Booth's translation fluently renders the novel's delicate levels of diction and
rhythm, making this brilliant Egyptian novel available to a much-deserved wider audience.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Rucks:

This Thieves in Retirement: A Novel (Middle East Literature In Translation) book is not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you
will get. This kind of Thieves in Retirement: A Novel (Middle East Literature In Translation) without we
understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be
worry Thieves in Retirement: A Novel (Middle East Literature In Translation) can bring when you are and
not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even
telephone. This Thieves in Retirement: A Novel (Middle East Literature In Translation) having great
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Travis Freeman:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be go through. Thieves in Retirement: A Novel (Middle East Literature In Translation) can be your
answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Marilyn McDermott:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the
top collection in your reading list is Thieves in Retirement: A Novel (Middle East Literature In Translation).
This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person.
By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Stephen Redmond:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By book
Thieves in Retirement: A Novel (Middle East Literature In Translation) we can have more advantage. Don't
that you be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book
that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book Thieves in
Retirement: A Novel (Middle East Literature In Translation). You can more appealing than now.
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