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This pathbreaking study integrates the histories of rhetoric, literacy, and literary aesthetics up to the time of
Augustine, focusing on Western concepts of rhetoric as dissembling and of language as deceptive that
Swearingen argues have received curiously prominent emphasisin Western aesthetics and language theory.
Swearingen reverses the traditional focus on rhetoric as an oral agonistic genre and examinesit instead asa
paradigm for literate discourse. She proposes that rhetoric and literacy have in the West disseminated the
interrelated notions that through learning rhetoric individuals can learn to manipulate language and others;
that language is an unreliable, manipulable, and contingent vehicle of thought, meaning, and communication;
and that literature is abody of pretty lies and beguiling fictions. In a bold concluding chapter Swearingen
aligns her thesis concerning early Western literacy and rhetoric with contemporary critical and rhetorical
theory; with feminist studies in language, psychology, and culture; and with studies of literacy in multi- and
cross-cultural settings.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Gagnon:

The book Rhetoric and Irony: Western Literacy and Western Lies can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a
book Rhetoric and Irony: Western Literacy and Western Lies? Some of you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim which book can give many datafor us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share
all of these. Book Rhetoric and Irony: Western Literacy and Western Lies has simple shape however you
know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world by wide open and
read areserve. So it isvery wonderful.

AllaHaynes:

Here thing why this specific Rhetoric and Irony: Western Literacy and Western Lies are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Rhetoric and Irony: Western Literacy and Western
Lies giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but thereis no
book that similar with Rhetoric and Irony: Western Literacy and Western Lies. It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be
happened around you. Y ou can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technique
home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Rhetoric
and Irony: Western Literacy and Western Liesin e-book can be your choice.

Linda Williams:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friendsis thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensetired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Rhetoric and Irony:
Western Literacy and Western Lies, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would
like to missit? What kind of hangout typeisit? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it,
oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Elizabeth Rogers:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we
can know everything we wish. A book isa group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This book Rhetoric and Irony: Western Literacy and Western Lies wasfilled
concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can



experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern eralike today, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.
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