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Art of Darkness is an ambitious attempt to describe the principles governing Gothic literature. Ranging
across five centuries of fiction, drama, and verse—including tales as diverse as Horace Walpole's The Castle
of Otranto, Shelley's Frankenstein, Coleridge's The Rime of the Ancient Mariner, and Freud's The Mysteries
of Enlightenment—Anne Williams proposes three new premises: that Gothic is "poetic," not novelistic, in
nature; that there are two parallel Gothic traditions, Male and Female; and that the Gothic and the Romantic
represent a single literary tradition.

Building on the psychoanalytic and feminist theory of Julia Kristeva, Williams argues that Gothic
conventions such as the haunted castle and the family curse signify the fall of the patriarchal family; Gothic
is therefore "poetic" in Kristeva's sense because it reveals those "others" most often identified with the
female. Williams identifies distinct Male and Female Gothic traditions: In the Male plot, the protagonist
faces a cruel, violent, and supernatural world, without hope of salvation. The Female plot, by contrast,
asserts the power of the mind to comprehend a world which, though mysterious, is ultimately sensible. By
showing how Coleridge and Keats used both Male and Female Gothic, Williams challenges accepted notions
about gender and authorship among the Romantics. Lucidly and gracefully written, Art of Darkness alters
our understanding of the Gothic tradition, of Romanticism, and of the relations between gender and genre in
literary history.
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From reader reviews:

Gloria Smith:

The book untitled Art of Darkness: A Poetics of Gothic is the reserve that recommended to you to learn. You
can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that creator use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of research
when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could
get the e-book of Art of Darkness: A Poetics of Gothic from the publisher to make you considerably more
enjoy free time.

India Mead:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
learn a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend
on what kinds of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics,
along with soon. The Art of Darkness: A Poetics of Gothic offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Juan Turgeon:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This Art of Darkness: A Poetics of Gothic can give you a lot of close
friends because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information
that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So
, why hesitate? We need to have Art of Darkness: A Poetics of Gothic.

Joseph Franson:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Art of Darkness: A Poetics of
Gothic to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing
when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation
about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and study it.
Beside that the book Art of Darkness: A Poetics of Gothic can to be your new friend when you're really feel
alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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