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A working girl's tale of desperation, desire and defiance . . .

On the eve of World War II, Portland has fallen into the hands of gangsters. Newly orphaned, Mae Rose
wanders the rain-stained streets alone, on the lam from a knife-wielding pimp and mustering her own worst
impulses to survive. As Mae rises in Portland's gritty sex industry, she's pursued by a district attorney who
seeks to snare her for more personal reasons. In the city's nightspots, the glamorous Dr. Ruth Barnett turns
heads, while by day she operated a wildly successful abortion service. She provides the refuge Mae has been
seeking. At war's end, both women are caught in the cross hairs of Portland's anti-vice crusade and the
women's survival depends on their ability to outsmart the cops and politicians who no longer protect them.

Girl in the River is a portrait of the intimate lives of women during one of the most corrupt periods in
Portland history. It's an unflinching look at the power dynamics of sex, a glimpse into the work life of a call
girl, an improbable love story and the tale of post-war assaults on reproductive rights. It's a tribute as well to
two women who shaped the lives of Portlanders during those tumultuous times: Dr. Ruth Barnett, premier
abortionist of the Pacific Northwest and queen of Portland's nightlife; and Dottie "Do-good" Lee, tireless
anti-vice crusader and Portland's first lady mayor.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Cowen:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Girl in the River. All
type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet options or other social
media.

Angela Babb:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Girl in the River your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that
maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a publication
then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The Girl in
the River giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful info
for your better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body
and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try
this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Diane Joiner:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Girl in the River can give you a lot of buddies
because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an
interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be great men
and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have Girl in the River.

Steven Allen:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source that filled
update of news. In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story
and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just trying to find the Girl in the River when you necessary it?
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