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The Fons Vitae of Solomon Ibn Gabirol (1021-1058/70) is essentially an eleventh century attempt to present
the first part of wisdom as the source of life for the intellectually oriented Jews of the Western world. As
such it suffered almost complete sterility right from the start. Written in Arabic, it seems to have by-passed
the greater majority of Gabirol’s own Jewish contemporaries. And, even when translated in the twelfth
century into Latin by the combined efforts of Ibn Daud (Avendehut), who is better known by his assumed
Christian name of John of Spain, and Dominic Gundissalin it was not immediately recognized as a work in
medieval Jewish philosophy. This was probably due to the fact that the author of this work was designated
by the Arabic form of his name: Avicebron. The florilegia selected and translated into Hebrew by Shem Tob
Fahquera (1225-1290) made scant impression on his contemporaries, if we can judge from the fact that only
one manuscript of it seems to have been circulated. Another fundamental reason for its lack of influence on
the Jewish world may be the fact that Gabirol never betrays his Jewish commitments by the insertion of
biblical phrases or references to the vast literature of Talmudic developments. Indeed, the neo-platonic
linguistic structures and their somewhat Christian adaptations made his work appear positively non-Jewish.
Abraham Ibn Daud (ca. 1110-1180) actually criticizes Gabirol for treating such an important topic, that has
so many religious implications, in a purely rationalistic way and, also, for expressing teachings apparently
dangerous to Judaism itself. Later evaluations bring out the obvious lack of an appealing style, quite
unexpected in a work by one recognized as pre-eminent in poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Carmen Jensen:

Here thing why this The Fountain of Life (Fons Vitae) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
studying a book is good however it depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or
not. The Fountain of Life (Fons Vitae) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Fountain of Life (Fons Vitae). It gives you
thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is
possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of
The Fountain of Life (Fons Vitae) in e-book can be your alternative.

Teresa Vanhook:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject The Fountain of Life
(Fons Vitae) suitable to you? The book was written by well-known writer in this era. Typically the book
untitled The Fountain of Life (Fons Vitae)is the main one of several books this everyone read now. That
book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of information
about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Ross Fletcher:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Fountain of Life (Fons Vitae) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect
that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a
book then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get previous to. The The
Fountain of Life (Fons Vitae) giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also
giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is
your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you
want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Gayle Stalder:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book The Fountain of Life (Fons Vitae) to make
your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about book
and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it.
Beside that the reserve The Fountain of Life (Fons Vitae) can to be your new friend when you're experience
alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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