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MIT was founded in 1861 as a polytechnic institute in Boston's Back Bay, overshadowed by its neighbor
across the Charles River, Harvard University. Harvard offered a classical education to young men
ofAmerica's ruling class; the early MIT trained men (and a few women) from all parts of society as engineers
for the nation's burgeoning industries. Over theyears, MIT expanded its mission and ventured into other
fields -- pure science, social science, the humanities -- and established itself in Cambridge as Harvard's
enduring rival. In A Widening Sphere, Philip Alexander traces MIT's evolution from polytechnic to major
research institution through the lives of its first nine presidents, exploring how the ideas, outlook, approach,
and personality of each shaped the school's intellectual and social cultures. Alexander describes, among
otherthings, the political skill and entrepreneurial spirit of founder and first president, William Rogers;
institutional growing pains under John Runkle; Francis Walker's campaign to broaden the curriculum,
especially in the social sciences, and to recruit first-rate faculty; James Crafts, whose heart lay in research,
not administration; Henry Pritchett's thwarted effort to merge with Harvard (after which he decamped to the
Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching); Richard Maclaurin's successful strategy to move
the institute to Cambridge, after considering other sites (including a golfclub in Brighton); the brilliant,
progressive Ernest Nichols, who succumbed to chronic illness and barely held office; Samuel Stratton's push
towards a global perspective; and Karl Compton's vision for a new kind of Institute -- a university polarized
around science and technology. Through these interlocking yet independent portraits, Alexander reveals the
inner workings of a complex and dynamic community of innovators.
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From reader reviews:

Stan Whitley:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know what type you should start with. This A Widening Sphere: Evolving Cultures at MIT is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Joyce Jacobs:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you have
read will be A Widening Sphere: Evolving Cultures at MIT.

Arlie Carrillo:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its include may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be A Widening Sphere: Evolving Cultures at MIT why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show
you to pick up this book.

Helen Mota:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book A Widening Sphere: Evolving
Cultures at MIT to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
available a book and learn it. Beside that the guide A Widening Sphere: Evolving Cultures at MIT can to be
a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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