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Pulitzer Prize–winning author Ted Morgan has now written a rich and definitive account of the fateful battle
that ended French rule in Indochina—and led inexorably to America’s Vietnam War. Dien Bien Phu was a
remote valley on the border of Laos along a simple rural trade route. But it would also be where a great
European power fell to an underestimated insurgent army and lost control of a crucial colony. Valley of
Death is the untold story of the 1954 battle that, in six weeks, changed the course of history.

A veteran of the French Army, Ted Morgan has made use of exclusive firsthand reports to create the most
complete and dramatic telling of the conflict ever written. Here is the history of the Vietminh liberation
movement’s rebellion against French occupation after World War II and its growth as an adversary,
eventually backed by Communist China. Here too is the ill-fated French plan to build a base in Dien Bien
Phu and draw the Vietminh into a debilitating defeat—which instead led to the Europeans being encircled in
the surrounding hills, besieged by heavy artillery, overrun, and defeated.

    Making expert use of recently unearthed or released information, Morgan reveals the inner workings of
the American effort to aid France, with Eisenhower secretly disdainful of the French effort and prophetically
worried that “no military victory was possible in that type of theater.” Morgan paints indelible portraits of all
the major players, from Henri Navarre, head of the French Union forces, a rigid professional unprepared for
an enemy fortified by rice carried on bicycles, to his commander, General Christian de Castries, a privileged,
miscast cavalry officer, and General Vo Nguyen Giap, a master of guerrilla warfare working out of a one-
room hut on the side of a hill. Most devastatingly, Morgan sets the stage for the Vietnam quagmire that was
to come.

    Superbly researched and powerfully written, Valley of Death is the crowning achievement of an author
whose work has always been as compulsively readable as it is important.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Nathanson:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than
other is high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you that Valley of Death: The Tragedy at
Dien Bien Phu That Led America into the Vietnam War book as starter and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Andy Breaux:

The book Valley of Death: The Tragedy at Dien Bien Phu That Led America into the Vietnam War has a lot
of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by
the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy
to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Herbert Turley:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Valley of Death: The Tragedy at Dien Bien
Phu That Led America into the Vietnam War publication written by well-known writer whose to say well
how to make book that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for
you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question
Valley of Death: The Tragedy at Dien Bien Phu That Led America into the Vietnam War as good book not
simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its
protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Fern Gooding:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This guide Valley of Death: The Tragedy at Dien Bien Phu That Led America into the
Vietnam War was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how
big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many
ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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