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In 1995 Nicholas Basbanes introduced a resonant phrase to describe the obsessive passion people have had
over the past twenty-five hundred years to possess books, a condition more commonly known as
bibliomania, one he christened in his book A Gentle Madness. Reviewing the work in the Washington Post,
Pulitzer Prize-winning critic Michael Dirda judged it to be a gallery of wonderful characters, "each more
appealing than the last."
Now, in Patience & Fortitude, Basbanes continues his discursive adventures among the gently mad,
expanding his focus to probe the more comprehensive concept of book culture. Visiting many key "book
places" around the world, he talks with a striking variety of kindred spirits, each one a living testament to the
unending relevance of these essential artifacts in our lives.
Drawing its title from the unofficial names of the marble lions that guard the New York Public Library on
Fifth Avenue in Manhattan, Patience & Fortitude explores the changing form of the book over the centuries
and describes the nature of the institutions that have evolved to contain them, including academic, public,
private, and national repositories.
Using the same narrative technique that made A Gentle Madness a national bestseller, Basbanes employs a
lively balance of scholarly research with investigative journalism to document many pertinent book stories
that have not been told before, and offers unprecedented depth to others that have barely scratched the
surface. Picking up seamlessly where its predecessor left off, Patience & Fortitude profiles the experiences
and thoughts of all kinds of dedicated "book people," be they librarians, readers, writers, bookmakers,
booksellers, preservationists, or collectors.
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From reader reviews:

Elaine Bell:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Patience & Fortitude: A Roving Chronicle
of Book People, Book Places, and Book Culture will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot
more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a
new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you
seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Erin Mohammad:

The book Patience & Fortitude: A Roving Chronicle of Book People, Book Places, and Book Culture can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing
like a book Patience & Fortitude: A Roving Chronicle of Book People, Book Places, and Book Culture?
Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Patience & Fortitude: A Roving Chronicle
of Book People, Book Places, and Book Culture has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function
for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Nick Gulbranson:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the figures
do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Patience &
Fortitude: A Roving Chronicle of Book People, Book Places, and Book Culture, you may tells your family,
friends and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a
publication.

Karin Decker:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to



attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Patience & Fortitude: A Roving Chronicle of Book
People, Book Places, and Book Culture can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.
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