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Based on audiotapes he recorded during the war and sent home to his family, Randy Zahn’s Snake Pilot
recounts his experiences flying AH-1 Cobra helicopters during the Vietnam War. First deployed in Vietnam
in 1967 and loaded with a formidable arsenal of weaponry, the Cobra was the first helicopter designed from
inception as an attack aircraft. It dramatically changed the nature of the war in Vietnam by offering the
Army, for the first time, its own powerful and highly accurate weapons platform for close-air-support
missions. Randy Zahn arrived in Vietnam shortly before the 1970 U.S. invasion of Cambodia, one of the
most impressive demonstrations by the Cobra in the war. He describes his stunning transformation from a
naive, middle-class teenager from southern California to a hardened killer during his tour in Vietnam. Unlike
the pilots who flew the fast-moving strike jets, Zahn experienced the war “up close and personal,” witnessing
the grisly effects of the Cobra’s firepower on enemy soldiers. The author does not glorify killing but rather
explains in sharp relief the kaleidoscope of emotions associated with combat: fear, revenge, hate, remorse,
pity, and even ecstasy. He captures many of the ironies and nuances inherent in Vietnam, especially during
the final years of the conflict. Zahn displays a sensitivity rarely found in memoirs written by battle-hardened
warriors. This human element, combined with the vast amount of archival research and interviews with
members of his former unit, ensures that Snake Pilot will become the definitive account of the role
helicopters played in Vietnam.
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From reader reviews:

Darren Marshall:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Snake Pilot: Flying the Cobra Attack Helicopter in
Vietnam. Try to make book Snake Pilot: Flying the Cobra Attack Helicopter in Vietnam as your close friend.
It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence because
you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this
book.

Hilda Dumas:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get
a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them
is this Snake Pilot: Flying the Cobra Attack Helicopter in Vietnam.

Margaret Bonner:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer may be Snake Pilot: Flying the Cobra Attack Helicopter in Vietnam why
because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you
to pick up this book.

Leonie Blazek:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be
read. Snake Pilot: Flying the Cobra Attack Helicopter in Vietnam can be your answer since it can be read by
a person who have those short extra time problems.
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