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Gaining Freedoms reveals a new locus for global political change: everyday urban contestation. Cities are
often assumed hotbeds of socio-economic division, but this assessment overlooks the importance of urban
space and the everyday activities of urban life for empowerment, emancipation, and democratization.
Through proximity, neighborhoods, streets, and squares can create unconventional power contestations over
lifestyle and consumption. And through struggle, negotiation, and cooperation, competing claims across
groups can become platforms to defend freedom and rights from government encroachments.

Drawing on more than seven years of fieldwork in three contested urban sites—a downtown neighborhood
and a university campus in Istanbul, and a Turkish neighborhood in Berlin—Berna Turam shows how
democratic contestation echoes through urban space. Countering common assumptions that Turkey is
strongly polarized between Islamists and secularists, she illustrates how contested urban space encourages
creative politics, the kind of politics that advance rights, expression, and representation shared between pious
and secular groups. Exceptional moments of protest, like the recent Gezi protests which bookend this study,
offer clear external signs of upheaval and disruption, but it is the everyday contestation and interaction that
forge alliances and inspire change. Ultimately, Turam argues that the process of democratization is not the
reduction of conflict, but rather the capacity to form new alliances out of conflict.
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Brewer:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may
be reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Gaining Freedoms: Claiming Space in Istanbul and Berlin.

Jacob Roberts:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the book untitled Gaining Freedoms: Claiming Space in Istanbul and Berlin
can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Mary Goldstein:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You can observe
that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to you
is Gaining Freedoms: Claiming Space in Istanbul and Berlin this book consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology
styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he
makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

Anthony Koch:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do you think
reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can have the e-
book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Gaining Freedoms: Claiming Space in
Istanbul and Berlin which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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