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Drawing on the Bush administration's foreign policy maneuvering and the realities of a post-9/11 world,
Thomas M. Magstadt goes beyond a mere recitation of events in U.S. diplomatic history. He instead paints a
vivid portrayal of the tension between the pursuit of power and the adherence to principle deeply embedded
in the nation's political culture.

Magstadt traces the country's move from vulnerable upstart in 1789 to great power by 1898 to unrivaled
dominance at the turn of the twenty-first century. The United States started off relatively weak in the
international balance of power system, giving rise to isolationism and a rhetorical flourish grounded in moral
principles. But now, as the world's only superpower, considerations of security and self-interest compete
head-to-head with the moral imperative for global leadership and the promotion of democratic ideals.

The dynamics of process also matter in this struggle. This brief text illuminates the complexities of both
policy- and decision-making in a way that balances coverage more compactly and more analytically than
core texts do, thereby improving readability and student critical thinking.

An Empire If You Can Keep It avoids polemics but does not shy away from the controversy raging in
intellectual and policy circles over the Bush Doctrine. Magstadt places recent foreign policy developments in
the context of America's historic sense of purpose, stressing the search for a new consensus and a new
balance between power and principle, between hard and soft power.
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From reader reviews:

Arnold Grigg:

The particular book An Empire If You Can Keep It: Power and Principle in American Foreign Policy will
bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book An Empire If You Can
Keep It: Power and Principle in American Foreign Policy is much recommended to you to read. You can also
get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Terry Crabtree:

This An Empire If You Can Keep It: Power and Principle in American Foreign Policy is brand-new way for
you who has intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with.
Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest
in reading this An Empire If You Can Keep It: Power and Principle in American Foreign Policy can be the
light food to suit your needs because the information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These
books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who
think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
you. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Donna Davis:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real their
interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this
era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore ,
this An Empire If You Can Keep It: Power and Principle in American Foreign Policy can make you feel
more interested to read.

Marilyn Urquhart:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
By book An Empire If You Can Keep It: Power and Principle in American Foreign Policy we can consider
more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book.
Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this
book An Empire If You Can Keep It: Power and Principle in American Foreign Policy. You can more



appealing than now.
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