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Two months before the Civil War broke out, Emma Holmes made the first entry in a diary that would
eventually hold vivid firsthand accounts of several major historical events. Born into an elite South Carolina
family, Holmes was in her twenties during the war years. She lived in Charleston during April, 1861,
bombardment of Fort Sumter and was visiting there during the 1863 Union shelling of the city. Her
description of the Charleston fire of December, 1861, which destroyed her family home and leveled much of
the city, is one of the most powerful passages in the diary.

Holmes also spent extended periods of time on plantations and visited army camps, which she described in
detail. Because of the Charleston fire, her family was uprooted to Camden, South Carolina, where she came
face-to-face with Union forces: first Sherman's army, then black troops, and finally the small Reconstruction
garrison. In presenting her picture of the wartime South, Holmes discussed numerous northern and southern
military figures, the role of women in the war effort, the religious and social life of the day, and the heavy
toll that fighting and disease took on the military and civilian population.

John F. Marszalek has eliminated extraneous details in order to highlight Holmes's individual insight, the
vital heart of the volumn. His new Forward considers this valuable contribution to social history in the
context of the current growing popularity of the Civil War and the relatively recent interest in that conflict
among women's studies scholars.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Smith:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Diary of Miss Emma
Holmes, 1861--1866 (Library of Southern Civilization) book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Gregory McCormick:

Diary of Miss Emma Holmes, 1861--1866 (Library of Southern Civilization) can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Diary
of Miss Emma Holmes, 1861--1866 (Library of Southern Civilization) nevertheless doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it.
This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Jennifer Witherspoon:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Diary of Miss Emma Holmes, 1861--1866
(Library of Southern Civilization) can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore
out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these books have than the others?

Katherine Velasquez:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list
of books in the top collection in your reading list is definitely Diary of Miss Emma Holmes, 1861--1866
(Library of Southern Civilization). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you
closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.
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