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The fable of the Emperor's New Clothes is a classic example of a conspiracy of silence, a situation where
everyone refuses to acknowledge an obvious truth. But the denial of social realities--whether incest,
alcoholism, corruption, or even genocide-is no fairy tale.

In The Elephant in the Room, Eviatar Zerubavel sheds new light on the social and political underpinnings of
silence and denial-the keeping of "open secrets." The author shows that conspiracies of silence exist at every
level of society, ranging from small groups to large corporations, from personal friendships to politics.
Zerubavel shows how such conspiracies evolve, illuminating the social pressures that cause people to deny
what is right before their eyes. We see how each conspirator's denial is symbiotically complemented by the
others', and we learn that silence is usually more intense when there are more people conspiring-and
especially when there are significant power differences among them. He concludes by showing that the
longer we ignore "elephants," the larger they loom in our minds, as each avoidance triggers an even greater
spiral of denial.

Drawing on examples from newspapers and comedy shows to novels, children's stories, and film, the book
travels back and forth across different levels of social life, and from everyday moments to large-scale
historical events. At its core, The Elephant in the Room helps us understand why we ignore truths that are
known to all of us.
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From reader reviews:

Brent Thompson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled The Elephant in the Room: Silence and Denial in Everyday Life. Try to
face the book The Elephant in the Room: Silence and Denial in Everyday Life as your friend. It means that it
can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every
little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Anna Gann:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled The Elephant in the Room:
Silence and Denial in Everyday Life? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside you can
spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or
you have other opinion?

Loyd Tyler:

This book untitled The Elephant in the Room: Silence and Denial in Everyday Life to be one of several
books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it.
You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your
list.

Danny Saleem:

The book with title The Elephant in the Room: Silence and Denial in Everyday Life has a lot of information
that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new information
the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world right now. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new
era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.
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