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The well-known Italian semiotician and novelist Umberto Eco discloses for the first time to English-
speaking readers the unsuspected richness, breadth, complexity, and originality of the aesthetic theories
advanced by the influential medieval thinker Thomas Aquinas, heretofore known principally as a scholastic
theologian. Inheriting his basic ideas and conceptions of art and beauty from the classical world, Aquinas
transformed or modified these ideas in the light of Christian theology and of developments in metaphysics
and optics during the thirteenth century.

Setting the stage with an account of the vivid aesthetic and artistic sensibility that flourished in medieval
times, Eco examines Aquinas's conception of transcendental beauty, his theory of aesthetic perception or
visio, and his account of the three conditions of beauty--integrity, proportion, and clarity--that, centuries
later, emerged again in the writings of the young James Joyce. He examines the concrete application of these
theories in Aquinas's reflections on God, mankind, music, poetry, and scripture. He discusses Aquinas's
views on art and compares his poetics with Dante's. In a final chapter added to the second Italian edition, Eco
examines how Aquinas's aesthetics came to be absorbed and superseded in late medieval times and draws
instructive parallels between Thomistic methodology and contemporary structuralism. As the only book-
length treatment of Aquinas's aesthetics available in English, this volume should interest philosophers,
medievalists, historians, critics, and anyone involved in poetics, aesthetics, or the history of ideas.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Manuel:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide The Aesthetics of Thomas Aquinas will
make you to become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But
some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why
they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book with you?

Simona Vela:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test look
for book, may be the book untitled The Aesthetics of Thomas Aquinas can be good book to read. May be it
can be best activity to you.

Christopher Rangel:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Aesthetics of Thomas Aquinas book
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone
who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing
skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt The Aesthetics of Thomas Aquinas as good
book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book
by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Pilar Porter:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This reserve The Aesthetics of Thomas Aquinas was filled in relation to science. Spend your
extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has several feel when they
reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a
reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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