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Renowned historian, essayist, and journalist David A. Bell has long made France and its history the subject
of his scholarly gaze and the object of his enduring affection. Shadows of Revolution: Reflections on France,
Past and Present gathers together his writing, composed over a period of more than 25 years, into a single
volume. As the title of this collection suggests, Bell views much of French history through the lens of the
Revolutionary era. Within a space of a dozen years, from Bastille to Bonaparte, the country experimented
with and experienced every form of governance, creating in the process, as Bell puts it, "the most intense
political laboratory the world had ever known." The Revolution remains the country's defining era,
delineating its sense of identity and overshadowing the events that followed it. Yet another, Bell argues, is
the Vichy period and World War Two-France's dark night of the soul-with whose legacies the country
continues to contend. These two moments of violent and transformative upheaval may dominate French
history, but as this collection and Bell's observational powers reveal, the full range of topics involving France
is endlessly rich and diverse. Divided into eight sections, it connects France's education to its national
identity, the Enlightenment to the Revolution and human rights, Napoleon to Victor Hugo, and nineteenth-
century anti-Semitism to such recent events such as the riots of 2006, the Arab Spring, and the Charlie
Hebdo tragedy. Shadows of Revolution embodies and reflects the endlessly fascinating and entertaining
complexity of French history, and shows the ways in which it has shaped world history.
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Daggett:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Shadows of
Revolution: Reflections on France, Past and Present? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have other opinion?

Lucille Chenier:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Shadows of Revolution:
Reflections on France, Past and Present. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look
for the internet options or other social media.

Wanda Crane:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy
read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Shadows of Revolution: Reflections
on France, Past and Present is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Fern Gooding:

You can obtain this Shadows of Revolution: Reflections on France, Past and Present by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your publication.
It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose
proper ways for you.
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