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Today we take it for granted that political leaders and presidential administrations will address issues related
to children and teenagers. But in the not-so-distant past, politicians had little to say, and federal programs
less to do with children—except those of very specific populations. This book shows how the Cold War
changed all that. Against the backdrop of the postwar baby boom, and the rise of a distinct teen culture, Cold
War Kids unfolds the little-known story of how politics and federal policy expanded their influence in
shaping children's lives and experiences—making way for the youth-attuned political culture that we've
come to expect.

In the first part of the twentieth century, narrow and incremental policies focused on children were the norm.
And then, in the postwar years, monumental events such as the introduction of the Salk vaccine or the Soviet
launch of Sputnik delivered jolts to the body politic, producing a federal response that included all children.
Cold War Kids charts the changes that followed, making the mid-twentieth century a turning point in federal
action directly affecting children and teenagers. With the 1950 and 1960 White House Conferences on
Children and Youth as a framework, Marilyn Irvin Holt examines childhood policy and children's experience
in relation to population shifts, suburbia, divorce and family stability, working mothers, and the influence of
television. Here we see how the government, driven by a Cold War mentality, was becoming ever more
involved in aspects of health, education, and welfare even as the baby boom shaped American thought,
promoting societal acceptance of the argument that all children, not just the poorest and neediest, merited
their government's attention. This period, largely viewed as a time of "stagnation" in studies of children and
childhood after World War II, emerges in Holt's cogent account as a distinct period in the history of children
in America.
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From reader reviews:

Dustin Alvarez:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you will need this Cold War Kids: Politics and Childhood in Postwar America,
19451960.

Katherine Herron:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important usually. The book Cold War Kids: Politics and Childhood in Postwar America,
19451960 has been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide Cold War Kids: Politics and Childhood in Postwar
America, 19451960 is not only giving you more new information but also to get your friend when you really
feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the
book Cold War Kids: Politics and Childhood in Postwar America, 19451960. You never truly feel lose out
for everything when you read some books.

Jamey Norton:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
go through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The Cold War Kids: Politics and Childhood in Postwar America, 19451960 will
give you new experience in looking at a book.

Jeannette Villalobos:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is written or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. With this modern
era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying
to find the Cold War Kids: Politics and Childhood in Postwar America, 19451960 when you necessary it?
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