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From Rosanna Chiofalo comes a sumptuous novel that sweeps readers from the Italian-American enclave of
Astoria, New Y ork, to the stunning vistas of Rome, and introduces two very different women--in a story of
friendship, love, and destiny. . .

In college, Pia Santore dreamed of going to New Y ork and taking the Big Apple by storm with her younger
sister Erica. Instead, Pia has arrived in Astoria, Queens, with a prestigious journalism internship at a
celebrity magazine. . .and without Erica. Though the neighborhood has an abundance of appeal--including
the delectable confections sold at her Aunt Antoniella's bakery--the pain of losing Ericaafew years ago still
feelsfresh.

Pia's arrival coincides with an unexpected sighting. Italian movie icon Francesca Donata is rumored to be
staying nearby, every bit as voluptuous and divaesgue asin her heyday. With the help of a handsome local
artist with tiesto Francescas family, Pia convinces the legend to grant her a series of interviews--even
traveling to her house in Rome. In the eternal city, Pia begins to unearth the truth behind the star's fabled
romances and tangled past. And here too, where beauty and history mingle in every breathtaking view, and
hope shimmers in the Trevi fountain and on the Spanish Steps, Pia gradually learns how to love and when to
let go. For when in Rome, you may find your carissima--your dearest one--and you may even find yourself. .

Rosanna Chiofalo is afirst-generation Italian American whose parents emigrated from Sicily to New York in
the early 1960s. Sheisthe author of Bella Fortunaand is currently hard at work writing her next novel. She
and her husband live in New Y ork City.

Advance Praise For Carissma

"What aglorious novel thisis. It's a celebration of life, love and unlikely friendship through the eyes of two
very different women. Y et their similarities bind them together and will endear them to readerslong after the
last pageisturned. Bravissimafor Carissimal" --Susan Wiggs, # 1 New York Times bestselling author
"Fantastico! | couldn't put it down!" --Lisa Jackson, # 1 New York Times bestselling author

Praisefor Bella Fortuna

"Chiofalo brings the Italian immigrant community and neighborhoods richly to life." --Publishers Weekly
"Reading Rosanna Chiofalo's depiction of amodern Italian-American family is like digging into a fresh bowl
of pasta--warm, welcome, and satisfying. A deeply felt debut that affirms the importance of friends and
family--Italian-style." --Lisa Verge Higgins, author of The Proper Care and Maintenance of Friendship

"Well-drawn characters. . .A charmer.” --BookPage

" Sometimes tough, sometimes tender, always heartfelt and honest, Bella Fortunais alively, finely-stitched
tale of life and love, family and friendship, and a zest for cose Italiane!" --Peter Pezzelli, author of Home to



Italy

"Chiofalo's debut is an inspiring read about second chances with love after tremendous heartbreak. . .
Readers with Italian-American backgrounds will definitely eat this one up!" --RT Book Reviews
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From reader reviews:
Irving Brehm:

This Carissimabook is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit
you will get by reading this book is actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get
facts which is getting deeper you read alot of information you will get. This Carissima without we recognize
teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry Carissima
can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves turn into full because you can have it
within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Carissima having great arrangement in word and layout, so
you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Scottie Kelly:

This Carissimais great book for you because the content which is full of information for you who also
always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it data
accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if you are read
that hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences
but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Carissimain your hand like getting the
world in your arm, factsin it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world within
ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and
Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Terry Pullen:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV al day every day. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do you
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Carissimawhich is getting the e-
book version. So, why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Ralph Smith:

Isit you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Carissima can be the response, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
fresh erais common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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