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The Declaration of Independence is the usual name of a statement adopted by the Continental Congress on
July 4, 1776, which announced that the thirteen American colonies, then at war with Great Britain, regarded
themselves as thirteen newly independent sovereign states, and no longer a part of the British Empire.
Instead they formed a new nation—the United States of America. John Adams was a leader in pushing for
independence, which was unanimously approved on July 2. A committee of five had already drafted the
formal declaration, to be ready when Congress voted on independence. The term "Declaration of
Independence" is not used in the document itself.

Adams persuaded the committee to select Thomas Jefferson to compose the original draft of the
document,[3] which Congress would edit to produce the final version. The Declaration was ultimately a
formal explanation of why Congress had voted on July 2 to declare independence from Great Britain, more
than a year after the outbreak of the American Revolutionary War. The national birthday, Independence Day,
is celebrated on July 4, although Adams wanted July 2.

After ratifying the text on July 4, Congress issued the Declaration of Independence in several forms. It was
initially published as the printed Dunlap broadside that was widely distributed and read to the public. The
source copy used for this printing has been lost, and may have been a copy in Thomas Jefferson's hand.[4]
Jefferson's original draft, complete with changes made by John Adams and Benjamin Franklin, and
Jefferson's notes of changes made by Congress, are preserved at the Library of Congress. The most famous
version of the Declaration, a signed copy that is popularly regarded as the official document, is displayed at
the National Archives in Washington, D.C. This engrossed copy was ordered by Congress on July 19, and
signed primarily on August 2.

The sources and interpretation of the Declaration have been the subject of much scholarly inquiry. The
Declaration justified the independence of the United States by listing colonial grievances against King
George III, and by asserting certain natural and legal rights, including a right of revolution. Having served its
original purpose in announcing independence, references to the text of the Declaration were few for the next
four score years. Abraham Lincoln made it the centerpiece of his rhetoric (as in the Gettysburg Address of
1863), and his policies. Since then, it has become a well-known statement on human rights, particularly its
second sentence:

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.

This has been called "one of the best-known sentences in the English language", containing "the most potent
and consequential words in American history". The passage came to represent a moral standard to which the
United States should strive. This view was notably promoted by Abraham Lincoln, who considered the
Declaration to be the foundation of his political philosophy, and argued that the Declaration is a statement of
principles through which the United States Constitution should be interpreted.

It provided inspiration to numerous national declarations of independence throughout the world. Historian



David Armitage, after examining the influence of the American "Declaration" on over 100 other declarations
of independence, says:

The American Revolution was the first outbreak of the contagion of sovereignty that has swept the world in
the centuries since 1776. Its influence spread first to the Low Countries and then to the Caribbean, Spanish
America, the Balkans, West Africa, and Central Europe in the decades up to 1848. Declarations of
independence were among the primary symptoms of this...
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From reader reviews:

Royce Axtell:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Declaration of Independence of the United States of
America.

Derek Wire:

The book The Declaration of Independence of the United States of America give you a sense of feeling enjoy
for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend
when you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book
The Declaration of Independence of the United States of America to get your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are
able to know everything if you like open and read a guide The Declaration of Independence of the United
States of America. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Craig Harrison:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer may be The Declaration of Independence of the United States of America why
because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
assist you to pick up this book.

Lupe Holloway:

This The Declaration of Independence of the United States of America is fresh way for you who has
attention to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Declaration
of Independence of the United States of America can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form
which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve
form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a



e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't
miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.
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