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Early in 1974, a small group of religious friends began gathering periodically at the modest home of Thomas
and Olive Ashman in Christchurch, New Zealand. "We would reverently pray for protection, and be silent,"
says the Rev. Michael Cocks, an Anglican priest from Christchurch. "Tom would sit upright in a chair,
relaxed. After two or three minutes he would begin to pale and to breathe deeply. Then his body would give
a slight jerk as Stephen seemed to take over." In effect, Tom Ashman was a trance medium and was entering
an altered state of consciousness as his body was being "taken over" by the entity called Stephen, who would
then speak to the group using Ashman's vocal cords. Stephen would dialogue with the group, which, in
addition to Cocks and Ashman's wife, Olive, also included a Liberal Catholic priest, a Buddhist, and other
curious observers. But this was not just any Stephen; it was Saint Stephen, the first Christian Martyr. Cocks
states that normally Stephen spoke through Ashman in a "rather curious English," but that he twice spoke in
an ancient Greek dialect, which apparently was for the purposes of confirming his identity. "For myself, I do
not speak [English] and I never have," Stephen related in one of the sittings. "I activate these words that are
in Thomas's memory and are known to him. Occasionally there is a little 'magic,' when I join together sounds
and symbols that are in Thomas's mind so that words may be spoken that are not known to Thomas." After
one of the early sittings in which Stephen spoke in Greek, Cocks consulted a lecturer in Greek at a
University about Stephen's Greek words. "She reported my request to the then bishop, who called me for a
chat," Cocks recalls. "To him, I denied being interested in spiritualism, as was definitely the case in those
days." In one philosophical discussion during 1973, Stephen offered an analogy in explaining why humans
do not fully comprehend the physical life. He likened God to a surgeon. "...think how a surgeon would act if,
when he had to operate, he had to keep the patient conscious, adjust mirrors so the patient could see the
operation that would be beyond his understanding in any case. Should he perhaps have each patient
undertake advanced studies before an operation? Or would it perhaps not be better only to operate on a
surgeon?" Stephen went on to say that the complexity is such that the patient must trust his surgeon.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Goodman:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are
reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Afterlife Teaching from Stephen the Martyr.

Hope Giles:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy
read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Afterlife Teaching from Stephen
the Martyr is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Thomas Daniels:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Afterlife Teaching
from Stephen the Martyr suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era. Often
the book untitled Afterlife Teaching from Stephen the Martyris the one of several books that will everyone
read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this publication you
will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a large
amount of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular
book.

Karen Huff:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Afterlife Teaching from Stephen the
Martyr e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question Afterlife Teaching from Stephen the
Martyr as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break
don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh
come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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