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This book argues that Confederate soldiers left their posts in significant numbers due largely to the
prevalence of poverty on the home front.

At the start of the Civil War in 1861, many men in Alabama enthusiastically enlisted. After these husbands,
fathers, and brothers-all family breadwinners-marched off to duty, the number of indigent families in the
state began to rise dramatically. Inflation, lack of transportation, a drastically decreased labor force, war
taxes, and enemy invasion all created an increasingly desperate economic situation, especially in less affluent
northern and southeastern sections of the state. In some places, women and children were reported to be near
starvation, bread riots erupted, and begging was common.

As soldiers became more and more distressed about these developments at home, waves of desertions
occurred. Even social relief efforts made by state and local governments in the form of the Military Aid
Society, the Samaritan Society, and the Citizen’s Relief Association did little to deter the cyclical exodus of
fighting men from Confederate units. Southern leaders considered desertion the chief cause of serious
military defeats, including those at Atlanta and Gettysburg. Desertions certainly weakened the manpower of
the Confederacy and lowered the morale of its people.

Bessie Martin’s well-researched study sheds light on the complex nature of desertions by Alabama troops
and provides valuable statistical and bibliographic information for contemporary researchers. It will be
welcomed anew by Civil War historians and enthusiasts.
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From reader reviews:

Floyd Hatfield:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take A Rich Man's War, A Poor Man's Fight: Desertion of
Alabama Troops from the Confederate Army (Library Alabama Classics) as your daily resource information.

Carla Spiegel:

This book untitled A Rich Man's War, A Poor Man's Fight: Desertion of Alabama Troops from the
Confederate Army (Library Alabama Classics) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year,
this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book
in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no
reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Sherry Ellis:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love A Rich Man's War, A Poor Man's
Fight: Desertion of Alabama Troops from the Confederate Army (Library Alabama Classics), you are able to
enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Sheila Searcy:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Rich Man's War, A Poor Man's Fight:
Desertion of Alabama Troops from the Confederate Army (Library Alabama Classics) can be the reply, oh
how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new
era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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