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The Parallax View is Slavoj Žižek's most substantial theoretical work to appear in many years; Žižek himself
describes it as his magnum opus. Parallax can be defined as the apparent displacement of an object, caused
by a change in observational position. Žižek is interested in the "parallax gap" separating two points between
which no synthesis or mediation is possible, linked by an "impossible short circuit" of levels that can never
meet. From this consideration of parallax, Žižek begins a rehabilitation of dialectical materialism.

Modes of parallax can be seen in different domains of today's theory, from the wave-particle duality in
quantum physics to the parallax of the unconscious in Freudian psychoanalysis between interpretations of the
formation of the unconscious and theories of drives. In The Parallax View, Žižek, with his usual astonishing
erudition, focuses on three main modes of parallax: the ontological difference, the ultimate parallax that
conditions our very access to reality; the scientific parallax, the irreducible gap between the phenomenal
experience of reality and its scientific explanation, which reaches its apogee in today's brain sciences
(according to which "nobody is home" in the skull, just stacks of brain meat -- a condition Žižek calls "the
unbearable lightness of being no one"); and the political parallax, the social antagonism that allows for no
common ground. Between his discussions of these three modes, Žižek offers interludes that deal with more
specific topics -- including an ethical act in a novel by Henry James and anti-anti-Semitism.

The Parallax View not only expands Žižek's Lacanian-Hegelian approach to new domains (notably cognitive
brain sciences) but also provides the systematic exposition of the conceptual framework that underlies his
entire work. Philosophical and theological analysis, detailed readings of literature, cinema, and music coexist
with lively anecdotes and obscene jokes.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Wren:

The experience that you get from The Parallax View (Short Circuits) could be the more deep you looking the
information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book
is hard to know but The Parallax View (Short Circuits) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the author
of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well.
Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this kind of The Parallax View (Short Circuits) instantly.

Ronald Ybarra:

This The Parallax View (Short Circuits) usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The main reason of this The Parallax View (Short Circuits) can be one of many great books you
must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you with information that probably
will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Parallax View
(Short Circuits) giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Lynn Jordan:

The reserve untitled The Parallax View (Short Circuits) is the publication that recommended to you to learn.
You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The language that author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research
when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get
the e-book of The Parallax View (Short Circuits) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Delores Villarreal:

Beside this The Parallax View (Short Circuits) in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the
new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven
so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Parallax
View (Short Circuits) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you
seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want
to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!
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