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Siegfried Kracauer has been misunderstood as a naïve realist, appreciated as an astute critic of early German
film, and noticed as the interesting exile who exchanged letters with Erwin Panofsky. But he is most widely
thought of as the odd uncle of famed Frankfurt School critical theorists Jürgen Habermas, Theodor Adorno,
Walter Benjamin, and Max Horkheimer. Recently, however, scholars have rediscovered in Kracauer's
writings a philosopher, sociologist, and film theorist important beyond his associations--and perhaps one of
the most significant cultural critics of the twentieth century. Gertrud Koch advances this Kracauer
renaissance with the first-ever critical assessment of his entire body of work.

Koch's analysis, which is concise without sacrificing thoroughness or sophistication, covers both Kracauer's
best-known publications (e.g., From Caligari to Hitler, in which he gleans the roots of National Socialism in
the films of the Weimar Republic) and previously underexamined texts, including two newly discovered
autobiographical novels. Because Kracauer's wide-ranging works emerge from no rigidly unified approach,
instead always remaining open to unusual and highly individual perspectives, Koch resists the temptation to
force generalization. She does, however, identify recurring tropes in Kracauer's lifetime effort to perceive the
basic posture and composition of particular cultures through their visual surfaces. Koch also finds in
Kracauer a surprisingly contemporary cultural commentator, whose ideas speak directly to current
discussions on film, urban modernity, feminism, cultural representation, violence, and other themes.

This book was long-awaited in Germany, as well as widely and well reviewed. Now translated into English
for the first time, it will fuel already growing interest in the United States, where Kracauer lived and wrote
from 1941 until his death in 1966. It will attract the attention of students and scholars working in Film
Studies, German Studies, Comparative Literature, Critical Theory, Cultural Studies, Philosophy, and History.
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From reader reviews:

Daryl Biddle:

With other case, little folks like to read book Siegfried Kracauer. You can choose the best book if you want
reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some sort of book Siegfried Kracauer. You can
add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Gary Farrell:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for us. The book Siegfried Kracauer ended up being making you to
know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for
you. The publication Siegfried Kracauer is not only giving you considerably more new information but also
to become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide.
Try to make relationship using the book Siegfried Kracauer. You never really feel lose out for everything if
you read some books.

Raymond Lee:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Siegfried Kracauer is simple to
deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got
much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read
it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.

Brenda Burrows:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. Amount types of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Siegfried Kracauer.
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