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The internationally acclaimed author of The Dream Life of Sukhanov now returns to gift us with Forty
Rooms, which outshines even that prizewinning novel.

Totally original in conception and magnificently executed, Forty Rooms is mysterious, withholding, and
ultimately emotionally devastating. Olga Grushin is dealing with issues of women’s identity, of women’s
choices, that no modern novel has explored so deeply.

“Forty rooms” is a conceit: it proposes that a modern woman will inhabit forty rooms in her lifetime. They
form her biography, from childhood to death. For our protagonist, the much-loved child of a late marriage,
the first rooms she is aware of as she nears the age of five are those that make up her family’s Moscow
apartment. We follow this child as she reaches adolescence, leaves home to study in America, and slowly
discovers sexual happiness and love. But her hunger for adventure and her longing to be a great poet
conspire to kill the affair. She seems to have made her choice. But one day she runs into a college classmate.
He is sure of his path through life, and he is protective of her. (He is also a great cook.) They drift into an
affair and marriage. What follows are the decades of births and deaths, the celebrations, material
accumulations, and home comforts—until one day, her children grown and gone, her husband absent, she
finds herself alone except for the ghosts of her youth, who have come back to haunt and even taunt her.

Compelling and complex, Forty Rooms is also profoundly affecting, its ending shattering but true. We know
that Mrs. Caldwell (for that is the only name by which we know her) has died. Was it a life well lived? Quite
likely. Was it a life complete? Does such a life ever really exist? Life is, after all, full of trade-offs and
choices. Who is to say her path was not well taken? It is this ambiguity that is at the heart of this provocative
novel.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Peterson:

Exactly why? Because this Forty Rooms is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for
you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was
fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits
than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still
want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Kim Bartlett:

You can spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Forty Rooms is simple to develop you can
read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed
book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart
phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Nicole Oneal:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the
top collection in your reading list is actually Forty Rooms. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry
Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this publication
you can get many advantages.

Michele Fernandez:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Forty Rooms was vibrant and of course has pictures
around. As we know that book Forty Rooms has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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