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General Motors, the largest corporation on earth today, has been the owner since 1929 of Adam Opel AG,
Russelsheim, the maker of Opel cars. Ford Motor Company in 1931 built the Ford Werke factory in
Cologne, now the headquarters of European Ford. In this book, historians tell the astonishing story of what
happened at Opel and Ford Werke under the Third Reich, and of the aftermath today.

Long before the Second World War, key American executives at Ford and General Motors were eager to do
business with Nazi Germany. Ford Werke and Opel became indispensable suppliers to the German armed
forces, together providing most of the trucks that later motorized the Nazi attempt to conquer Europe. After
the outbreak of war in 1939, Opel converted its largest factory to warplane parts production, and both
companies set up extensive maintenance and repair networks to help keep the war machine on wheels.

During the war, the Nazi Reich used millions of POWs, civilians from German-occupied countries, and
concentration camp prisoners as forced laborers in the German homefront economy. Starting in 1940, Ford
Werke and Opel also made use of thousands of forced laborers. POWs and civilian detainees, deported to
Germany by the Nazi authorities, were kept at private camps owned and managed by the companies. In the
longest section of the book, ten people who were forced to work at Ford Werke recall their experiences in
oral testimonies.

For more than fifty years, legal and political obstacles frustrated efforts to gain compensation for Nazi-era
forced labor; in the most recent case, a $12 billion lawsuit was filed against the computer giant I.B.M. by a
group of Gypsy organizations. In 1998, former forced laborers filed dozens of class action lawsuits against
German corporations in U.S. courts. The concluding chapter reviews the subsequent, immensely complex
negotiations towards a settlement - which involved Germany, the United States, Poland, Russia, Ukraine,
Belarus, Czech Republic, Israel and several other countries, as well as dozens of well-known German
corporations.
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From reader reviews:

Hubert Ray:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important normally. The book Working for the Enemy: Ford, General Motors, and
Forced Labor in Germany during the Second World War ended up being making you to know about other
information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide
Working for the Enemy: Ford, General Motors, and Forced Labor in Germany during the Second World War
is not only giving you much more new information but also being your friend when you sense bored. You
can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Working for the
Enemy: Ford, General Motors, and Forced Labor in Germany during the Second World War. You never truly
feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Linda Manning:

This Working for the Enemy: Ford, General Motors, and Forced Labor in Germany during the Second World
War is great publication for you because the content which can be full of information for you who else
always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it information
accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item
hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences
but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Working for the Enemy: Ford,
General Motors, and Forced Labor in Germany during the Second World War in your hand like obtaining the
world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading
book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

William Jones:

The book untitled Working for the Enemy: Ford, General Motors, and Forced Labor in Germany during the
Second World War contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way.
The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the
item. The book was written by famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. You
can read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book
within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official
web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.

Teresa Randall:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Working for the Enemy: Ford, General Motors, and
Forced Labor in Germany during the Second World War can give you a lot of good friends because by you



considering this one book you have point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your
friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate?
Let me have Working for the Enemy: Ford, General Motors, and Forced Labor in Germany during the
Second World War.
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