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Based on research in the Inquisitorial archives, the book recounts the story of a peasant fertility cult centred
on the benandanti. These men and women regarded themselves as professional anti-witches, who (in dream-
like states) apparently fought ritual battles against witches and wizards, to protect their villages and harvests.
If they won, the harvest would be good, if they lost, there would be famine. The inquisitors tried to fit them
into their pre-existing images of the witches’ sabbat. The result of this cultural clash which lasted over a
century, was the slow metamorphosis of the benandanti into their enemies – the witches. Carlo Ginzburg
shows clearly how this transformation of the popular notion of witchcraft was manipulated by the
Inquisitors, and disseminated all over Europe and even to the New World. The peasants’ fragmented and
confused testimony reaches us with great immediacy, enabling us to identify a level of popular belief which
constitutes a valuable witness for the reconstruction of the peasant way of thinking of this age.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Jefferson:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will need this The Night Battles (RLE Witchcraft): Witchcraft and Agrarian Cults in the
Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries (Routledge Library Editions: Witchcraft).

Gregory Medina:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible The Night
Battles (RLE Witchcraft): Witchcraft and Agrarian Cults in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries
(Routledge Library Editions: Witchcraft)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can
spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Michael Spicer:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can satisfy
your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time to be
learn. The Night Battles (RLE Witchcraft): Witchcraft and Agrarian Cults in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth
Centuries (Routledge Library Editions: Witchcraft) can be your answer as it can be read by a person who
have those short free time problems.

Kevin Dobson:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Night Battles (RLE
Witchcraft): Witchcraft and Agrarian Cults in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries (Routledge Library
Editions: Witchcraft) which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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