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It's all in the name: Learn You a Haskell for Great Good! is a hilarious, illustrated guide to this complex
functional language. Packed with the author's original artwork, pop culture references, and most importantly,
useful example code, this book teaches functional fundamentals in a way you never thought possible.

You'll start with the kid stuff: basic syntax, recursion, types and type classes. Then once you've got the basics
down, the real black belt master-class begins: you'll learn to use applicative functors, monads, zippers, and
all the other mythical Haskell constructs you've only read about in storybooks.

As you work your way through the author's imaginative (and occasionally insane) examples, you'll learn to:

Laugh in the face of side effects as you wield purely functional programming techniques●

Use the magic of Haskell's "laziness" to play with infinite sets of data●

Organize your programs by creating your own types, type classes, and modules●

Use Haskell's elegant input/output system to share the genius of your programs with the outside world●

Short of eating the author's brain, you will not find a better way to learn this powerful language than reading
Learn You a Haskell for Great Good!

Excerpt from the Introduction

Haskell is fun, and that’s what it’s all about!

This book is aimed at people who have experience programming in imperative languages—such as C++,
Java, and Python—and now want to try out Haskell. But even if you don’t have any significant programming
experience, I’ll bet a smart person like you will be able to follow along and learn Haskell.

My first reaction to Haskell was that the language was just too weird. But after getting over that initial
hurdle, it was smooth sailing. Even if Haskell seems strange to you at first, don’t give up. Learning Haskell
is almost like learning to program for the first time all over again. It’s fun, and it forces you to think
differently.

NOTE
If you ever get really stuck, the IRC channel #haskell on the freenode network is a great place to ask
questions. The people there tend to be nice, patient, and understanding. They’re a great resource for Haskell
newbies.

So, What's Haskell?



Haskell is a purely functional programming language.

In imperative programming languages, you give the computer a sequence of tasks, which it then executes.
While executing them, the computer can change state. For instance, you can set the variable a to 5 and then
do some stuff that might change the value of a. There are also flow-control structures for executing
instructions several times, such as for and while loops.

Purely functional programming is different. You don’t tell the computer what to do—you tell it what stuff is.
For instance, you can tell the computer that the factorial of a number is the product of every integer from 1 to
that number or that the sum of a list of numbers is the first number plus the sum of the remaining numbers.
You can express both of these operations as functions.

> Read the Introduction (PDF) in its entirety.
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From reader reviews:

William Marquis:

With other case, little persons like to read book Learn You a Haskell for Great Good!: A Beginner's Guide.
You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important a book Learn You a Haskell for Great Good!: A Beginner's Guide. You can add knowledge and of
course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet
device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

James Thrasher:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important normally. The book Learn You a Haskell for Great Good!: A
Beginner's Guide seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide Learn You a Haskell for Great Good!: A
Beginner's Guide is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to become your friend
when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship
together with the book Learn You a Haskell for Great Good!: A Beginner's Guide. You never experience
lose out for everything when you read some books.

Mary Brown:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be consider when
those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Learn You a Haskell for Great Good!: A Beginner's Guide
as the daily resource information.

Joseph Rankins:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What
you must do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books.
One of the books in the top record in your reading list is Learn You a Haskell for Great Good!: A Beginner's
Guide. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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