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A glorious, sweeping novel of desire, ambition, and the thirst for knowledge, from the # 1 New York
Times bestselling author of Eat, Pray, Love and Committed

Look out for Elizabeth Gilbert’s new book, Big Magic: Creative Living Beyond Fear, on sale now!

In The Signature of All Things, Elizabeth Gilbert returns to fiction, inserting her inimitable voice into an
enthralling story of love, adventure and discovery. Spanning much of the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries, the novel follows the fortunes of the extraordinary Whittaker family as led by the enterprising
Henry Whittaker—a poor-born Englishman who makes a great fortune in the South American quinine trade,
eventually becoming the richest man in Philadelphia. Born in 1800, Henry’s brilliant daughter, Alma (who
inherits both her father’s money and his mind), ultimately becomes a botanist of considerable gifts herself.
As Alma’s research takes her deeper into the mysteries of evolution, she falls in love with a man named
Ambrose Pike who makes incomparable paintings of orchids and who draws her in the exact opposite
direction—into the realm of the spiritual, the divine, and the magical. Alma is a clear-minded scientist;
Ambrose a utopian artist—but what unites this unlikely couple is a desperate need to understand the
workings of this world and the mechanisms behind all life.

Exquisitely researched and told at a galloping pace, The Signature of All Things soars across the
globe—from London to Peru to Philadelphia to Tahiti to Amsterdam, and beyond. Along the way, the story
is peopled with unforgettable characters: missionaries, abolitionists, adventurers, astronomers, sea captains,
geniuses, and the quite mad. But most memorable of all, it is the story of Alma Whittaker, who—born in the
Age of Enlightenment, but living well into the Industrial Revolution—bears witness to that extraordinary
moment in human history when all the old assumptions about science, religion, commerce, and class were
exploding into dangerous new ideas. Written in the bold, questing spirit of that singular time, Gilbert’s wise,
deep, and spellbinding tale is certain to capture the hearts and minds of readers.
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From reader reviews:

Katie Phillips:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Signature of All
Things: A Novel. All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the internet options or
other social media.

Wendy Ray:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How people
have to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Signature of All Things: A
Novel book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred %
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Darryl Payton:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick one
book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work the following is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Signature of All Things: A Novel why because the fantastic cover
that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is
usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.

Ronald Cleary:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of
news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the The Signature of All Things: A Novel when you desired it?
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