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Straightening the Bell Curve offers a new way of looking at the distressingly persistent subject of
intelligence research as it relates to race and gender. Constance Hilliard’s premise—that researchers
preoccupied with proving racial hierarchies often sacrifice scientific truth to masculine insecurities—rests on
her examination of works of historical and contemporary figures in the field of racial research. Based on this
thesis, Straightening the Bell Curve explores the emotional fixations concealed behind the presumably
rational ones that propel otherwise clearheaded researchers to ignore elemental flaws in their conceptions as
they set out to prove the cognitive inferiority of African Americans. The tendency to justify racial and
cultural stereotypes on the grounds that they reflect underlying biological differences has a long and
controversial history in America. As far back as the eighteenth century, new areas of scientific research
employed craniology and craniometry in an attempt to “document” black inferiority. This scholarly
preoccupation with measuring skull sizes emerged concomitant with two important developments: the
solidifying of the trans-Atlantic slave trade and the deep-seated fear among Europeans that Africans
possessed larger sexual organs than they. Thus, craniologists came to the rescue of their anxious male
patrons, insisting that the price Africa’s “oversexed savages” paid for being well endowed was cognitive
underdevelopment, confirmed through bogus skull measurement experiments. Constance Hilliard’s
compelling argument aims to change forever the way American society sees research purporting to identify
racial differences in cognition and will alter irrevocably the way we view individuals who insist on believing
such pseudo-scientific conclusions. This book detonates a debate that will weaken the last barriers standing
between America’s fractured racial past and its future promise.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Davis:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book Straightening the Bell Curve:
How Stereotypes about Black Masculinity Drive Research on Race and Intelligence. All type of book is it
possible to see on many methods. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

George Foulds:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Straightening the
Bell Curve: How Stereotypes about Black Masculinity Drive Research on Race and Intelligence book as
starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Kathy Woodward:

This Straightening the Bell Curve: How Stereotypes about Black Masculinity Drive Research on Race and
Intelligence usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this
Straightening the Bell Curve: How Stereotypes about Black Masculinity Drive Research on Race and
Intelligence can be among the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food
but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be
handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people.
Beside that this Straightening the Bell Curve: How Stereotypes about Black Masculinity Drive Research on
Race and Intelligence forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Jodie Kahl:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the personas
do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Straightening the Bell Curve: How Stereotypes about Black Masculinity Drive Research on Race and



Intelligence, you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can
inspire average, make them reading a e-book.
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