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Life on a Rocky Farm couples Lucas C. Barger's (1866-1939) eye for detail with a folksy, anecdotal style to
give us a remarkable and memorable depiction of both the traditional ways of farm life, and the challenges
the farmers faced as the times changed. Previously unpublished, Barger's first-hand account of farm life near
New York City begins in the late nineteenth century. Little had changed for well over a century in the hilly
and rugged terrain of Putnam Valley, where Lucas grew up as a member of the sixth generation of Barger
farmers. But as the nineteenth century gave way to the twentieth, industrialization and mechanization
decreased the demand for farm labor and farmers had to come up with alternate ways to make money.

For a long time, supplemental income came from varied means such as beekeeping and using the local forest
resources to provide railroad ties, ship timber, and barrel hoops. Wealthy summer boarders from New York
City also provided some extra income, but despite the short distance, transportation remained arduous, and
population growth did not occur until high improvements were made in the 1930s.

Peter A. Rogerson's transcription reflects the flavor of Barger's original writing, as Barger himself said when
he was first attempting to publish back in 1939, "I read something along back, that a publisher wrote, and he
said, 'Do not change your style.' He claimed the style was sometimes the best part. And I guess that is what
you are getting at. If you can call my scribbling a style, and you think it 'odd' use it any way you like. For my
main intentions were to write an odd book as I told you once before."

"Life on a Rocky Farm offers a glimpse into rural life in a hilly, resource-poor section of New York State.
The place is remarkably close to New York City, yet there is little hint of city influence felt there. That a
poor, backwoods lifestyle could exist so close to the great metropolis, for so long, is interesting in and of
itself." -- John C. Hudson, author of Chicago: A Geography of the City and Its Region

Peter A. Rogerson is Distinguished Professor of Geography at the University at Buffalo, State University of
New York. He is the author of several books, including Statistical Methods for Geography: A Student's
Guide. He lives in Amherst, New York.
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From reader reviews:

Candice Delgado:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Life on a Rocky Farm: Rural Life near New
York City in the Late Nineteenth Century was making you to know about other understanding and of course
you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve Life on a Rocky Farm: Rural Life
near New York City in the Late Nineteenth Century is not only giving you a lot more new information but
also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try
to make relationship using the book Life on a Rocky Farm: Rural Life near New York City in the Late
Nineteenth Century. You never sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

Marcus Leiva:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try look
for book, may be the reserve untitled Life on a Rocky Farm: Rural Life near New York City in the Late
Nineteenth Century can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Laura Crabtree:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through
a book. Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Life on a Rocky
Farm: Rural Life near New York City in the Late Nineteenth Century which is keeping the e-book version.
So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Syble Mills:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do
is just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in the top
list in your reading list is Life on a Rocky Farm: Rural Life near New York City in the Late Nineteenth
Century. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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