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The history of the vocoder: how popular music hijacked the Pentagon's speech scrambling weapon

The vocoder, invented by Bell Labs in 1928, once guarded phones from eavesdroppers during World War II;
by the Vietnam War, it was repurposed as a voice-altering tool for musicians, and is now the ubiquitous
voice of popular music.

In How to Wreck a Nice Beach—from a mis-hearing of the vocoder-rendered phrase “how to recognize
speech”—music journalist Dave Tompkins traces the history of electronic voices from Nazi research labs to
Stalin’s gulags, from the 1939 World’s Fair to Hiroshima, from artificial larynges to Auto-Tune.

We see the vocoder brush up against FDR, JFK, Stanley Kubrick, Stevie Wonder, Neil Young, Kraftwerk,
the Cylons, Henry Kissinger, and Winston Churchill, who boomed, when vocoderized on V-E Day, “We
must go off!” And now vocoder technology is a cell phone standard, allowing a digital replica of your voice
to sound human.

From T-Mobile to T-Pain, How to Wreck a Nice Beach is a riveting saga of technology and culture,
illuminating the work of some of music’s most provocative innovators.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Elias Rosser:

The book How to Wreck a Nice Beach: The Vocoder from World War II to Hip-Hop, The Machine Speaks
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good
thing like a book How to Wreck a Nice Beach: The Vocoder from World War II to Hip-Hop, The Machine
Speaks? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give
many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info
that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book How to Wreck a Nice
Beach: The Vocoder from World War II to Hip-Hop, The Machine Speaks has simple shape but you know: it
has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So
it is very wonderful.

Elizabeth Cornelius:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer is usually How to Wreck a Nice Beach: The Vocoder from World War II to
Hip-Hop, The Machine Speaks why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will
not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Robert Quinonez:

The book untitled How to Wreck a Nice Beach: The Vocoder from World War II to Hip-Hop, The Machine
Speaks contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is
very clear and understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book
was authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book within
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order
it. Have a nice study.

Timothy Quintero:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book How to Wreck a Nice Beach: The Vocoder from World
War II to Hip-Hop, The Machine Speaks was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know
that book How to Wreck a Nice Beach: The Vocoder from World War II to Hip-Hop, The Machine Speaks
has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company
Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually
make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to



like reading in which.
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