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Erich von Stroheim (1885-1957) was one of the giants in American film history. Stubborn, arrogant, and
colorful, he saw himself as a cinema artist, which led to conflicts with producers and studio executives who
complained about the inflated budgets and extraordinary length of his films. Stroheim achieved great
notoriety and success, but he was so uncompromising that he turned his triumph into failure. He was banned
from ever directing again and spent his remaining years as an actor. Stroheim's life has been wreathed in
myths, many of his own devising. Arthur Lennig scoured European and American archives for details
concerning the life of the actor and director, and he counters several long-accepted claims. Stroheim's tales
of military experience are almost completely fictitious; the ""von"" in his name was an affectation adopted at
Ellis Island in 1909; and, counter to his own claim, he did not participate in the production of The Birth of a
Nation in 1914. Wherever Stroheim lived, he was an outsider: a Jew in Vienna, an Austrian in southern
California, an American in France. This contributed to an almost pathological need to embellish and obscure
his past; yet, it also may have been the key to his genius both behind and in front of the camera. As an actor,
Stroheim threw himself into his portrayals of evil men, relishing his epithet, ""The Man You Love to Hate.""
As a director, he immersed himself in every facet of production, including script writing and costume design.
In 1923 he created his masterpiece Greed , infamous for its eight-hour running time. Stroheim returned to
acting, saving some of his finest performances for La Grande Illusion (1937) and Billy Wilder's Sunset
Boulevard (1950), a role he hated, probably because it was too similar to the story of his own life.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Fleischmann:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Stroheim. All type
of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Tammy Jones:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled Stroheim
your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified
for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one application
form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The Stroheim giving you yet another
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your better life on this era.
So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you
are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?

Harrison Colon:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Stroheim is simple to bring you can
read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring
typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the
book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Guadalupe Hauser:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Stroheim as well as others sources
were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and
more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping
them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Stroheim to
make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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